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PLD GENERAL BUILDER 
PETER  07769 736646 

Borough Green 01732 382530 (answer machine) 

AND ALL GENERAL BUILDING  

Extensions 
Refurbishments 

Brickwork 
Driveways 

Fascia & Soffits 
GRP Flat Roofing 

Conversions 
Plastering 

Patios 
Kitchens / Bathrooms 

Fencing 
Painting & Decorating 

BOROUGH GREEN  
OPTICIANS 

EST 1972 
OPTOMETRISTS AND 

CONTACT LENS CONSULTANTS 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday   
9.00 - 5.30  

Wednesday Closed 
Saturday 

 9.00 - 1.00  

• Full eye examination  

• Cataract referrals 

• Glaucoma check 

• Free trial on most types of 
contact lenses 

25, High Street 
Borough Green 

Kent 
 01732 884558 

Email bgopticians@outlook.com 

 

G R SERVICING LTD 
Now at Unit 16 

Orchard Place Business Centre 
Seven Mile Lane 
Wrotham Heath 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Servicing and repairing your 
vehicles.  
MOTs can also be arranged. 
 

PLEASE CALL  

01732 882725 as before. 
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Editorial from the Church of the Good Shepherd 
 

May 2024 
 

Red pill or blue pill…. 

 There are several films in which characters are given a choice 
of either seeing the truth or remaining in the illusion they are 
currently living in. In the Matrix it’s the choice between a blue pill or 
a red one; Barbie has the pretty pink stilettos or brown Birkenstocks 
and Free Guy has putting on the sunglasses. Choose one and the 
truth will be revealed. Choose the other and continue living in the lie. 

 Sunday, 19 May, is Pentecost. The day when Christians across 
the world celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit. When Jesus tells 
the disciples about the Spirit coming, he says, “When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth”. 

 The Holy Spirit guides us to the truth. Perhaps that is why, in 
many churches, there is less emphasis on the Spirit. We think about 
Jesus a lot, and God the Father is key, but the Holy Spirit is often an 
afterthought. Could it be because we aren’t sure whether we want to 
be led to the truth? The illusion, the lie, can seem very comforting; 
even if it’s an ugly lie; because it’s familiar; because we’ve thought it 
was real; because it’s what we’ve been told our whole life; because 
it fits with what we think we want; because it’s all we know it can be 
hard to let go. Those films I mentioned all have characters who 
choose the lie over the truth, even knowing it is a lie, even to the 
point of betraying people to try and get back to the lie. 

 The truth can seem like a scary thing. But, Jesus also says, “I am 
the truth!”. So, knowing Jesus is the truth, should we be scared? Jesus 
who came to bring forgiveness, healing, and love. Jesus who spoke 
peace to those who were afraid and spent time with the outcasts of 
the world, telling them they were blessed. If the Holy Spirit leads us 
to that truth, then maybe we should say – Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
Lead us to the truth!  

 The Holy Spirit does not force us to see the truth, to take the 
blue pill, but offers to gently lead us there. Perhaps this Pentecost we 
might ask to be shown what is the truth. 

God bless 

Revd. Chris 
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Advertising 
Any commercial bodies or people offering services who wish to advertise should 
contact Chris Atkins email chris.atkins1952@gmail.com or phone 01732 366615 
about rates and availability of spaces.  
If you have something you want to sell, a caravan or cottage you want to let for 
holidays etc then contact Margaret Jeffery. The cost of such personal notices are just 
£2 per issue.  
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team. The 
Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for wrong information received, or 
mistakes that occur in publication. The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for 
any delay in distribution. Publication of advertisements does not imply any form of 
recommendation. All articles in this magazine are covered by copyright and 
permission must be obtained before reproducing them in any format.  
The magazine is also available to read on the COGS, BG Community and Parish 
Council websites.  

Articles for the next magazine 
The Voice is your community magazine and it relies on the people of Borough Green 
to make it as interesting as possible. Organisations, clubs and individuals are 
welcome to submit articles on their activities and subjects likely to be of interest to 
the village. 
The deadline for articles for the next magazine will be Tuesday 14 May and these 
should be sent to the address below. The next magazine will cover June so if you 
have any events planned for that month and you would like them to appear in the 
diary section please send to :- 
m-jeffery@talktalk.net       Margaret Jeffery  
01732 883978        7 Lendon Road  
         Borough Green  

       TN15 8SE 

• Borough Green. Flags have been flown at the village hall and the War 
Memorial commemorating our inauguration in April 1934 as an individual 
Parish in its own right. It is the 90th Anniversary of a parish born from the 
"offcuts" of  our larger neighbours. And what was once the tiny neighbour of 
Wrotham, Ightham, Plaxtol and St Mary's Platt is now the largest of the 
Parishes, and the hub village to them all. 

• Dorothy "Doff" Holmes. In 2015 resident Richard Holmes bequeathed 
£10,000 to the Parish Council in memory of his late wife. That money was 
applied to the Foot Clinic and, when that closed at the onset of Covid, the 
balance was used to support the Lunch Club. Because it was an "In Memoriam" 
gift to the elderly of the Parish, I thought it important that we spend a moment 
in remembering the generosity of Richard and Doff Holmes and give our thanks 
for those years of support. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 13th May 
2024, at BG Village Hall, and will incorporate our Parish Annual Meeting when 
community groups have the opportunity to update us about their activities. The 
agenda will include a period for public contributions and questions.  

Council Contacts 
Chairman  mike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk  01732 882880 

Clerk clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk  07568 536405 

Full minutes are posted at  MINUTES | mysite (boroughgreen.gov.uk) 
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For further information please contact Councillor Sue Butterfill on  
sue.butterfill@boroughgreen.gov.uk 
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Election for Kent Police and Crime Commissioner 
  Thursday 2 May  

Polling Station:  Borough Green Village Hall  7am - 10pm 
Candidates: 

 COLLEY, Graham David   Liberal Democrats 
 ROLLES, Lenny    Labour and Co-operative Party 
 SCOTT, Matthew Richard  Conservative Party 

  

Borough wide parking changes agreed 
(Extracts from press release issued on 3 April - will impact on 
Western Road car park) 
 A raft of changes to parking arrangements and charges across 
Tonbridge and Malling have been agreed by the borough council’s 
cabinet. It was agreed to extend the end of the charging period from 6pm 
to 8pm and to include Sundays and bank holidays. Parking on Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day, New Year’s Day and overnight parking will remain free. 
Approval was also given to an increase in parking tariffs and permit fees 
across the borough, expected to be implemented this summer - the first rise 
in two years. 
 A report to councillors last year highlighted the sharp increases in 
overheads for operating car parks and the need to generate more income. 
Costs include car park maintenance and business rates of £320,000 and 
£295,000 per year respectively. A public consultation on the proposals 
followed which prompted more than 4,000 responses. 

KCC Children’s Centres (Extract from message posted on 
Facebook by Tonbridge and Malling Children's Centres on 12 April.) 
Here in Kent, we are adapting our services for children, young 

people, and families by transforming Children Centres and Youth Hubs into 
Family Hubs. This transformation means we must make changes to what we 
have been delivering. We will be creating new groups and content for 
those who need them most, and digital services for those who prefer to 
receive support online or can’t access a building easily. We will be 
speaking with our communities to create and tailor support to meet local 
need, working in partnership with other professionals, including the 
voluntary sector, to provide advice and guidance.  
 In order to do this, we must also end or change some of our current 
groups. As our Family Hubs continue to evolve, we hope you will speak with 
us about what you need, and what worked for you. Together we can ensure 
that the right advice and services are accessible to the people who need 
them most, and when they most need them.  
(Editor’s note: The schedule no longer includes Messy Play on Tuesdays at BG 
village hall.)  
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BOROUGH GREEN AND DISTRICT ACTIVE  

RETIREMENT ASSOCATION 
 

As stated in the February Voice Borodara had its final meeting that 
month. In March 25 of our members went to the Royal Albert Hall 

on a last trip to see the “Mountbatten Festival of Music” presented by His 
Majesty’s Royal Marines for the Royal Navy Charity. It was a brilliant 
performance for a function we have supported for many years. Our thanks go to 
Brookline Coaches who gave us a priority of seats and picked up our members in  
various local villages.  

 The “Short Mat Bowls” equipment facilities will no longer be available for 
use. Should you know of anyone who would be interested in them please contact 
me. However the Memorial Hall at Platt has welcomed anyone in the community 
to come and join in for a social afternoon on Wednesdays from 2 to 4pm. It is a 
very social group and they invite you to come along and join them. You will be 
very welcome. Please call Gloria Bastin who will advise you of the full details – 
01732 824026.  

 I take this opportunity to thank on behalf of our group the various 
committees who, over the years, did the most important work to ensure we ran 
like clockwork to organise the tea and biscuits, Christmas lunches, strawberries 
and cream, raffles, monthly lunch club, speakers, entertainers, day breaks and 
holidays, not forgetting treasurers and secretaries or indeed your membership 
secretary Tony Hurll who also managed our “Short Mat Bowls”. Special thanks go 
to the late Chairman Frank Whitehead who was a great success and put us on the 
map. When he stood down Helen Ellis took over and carried on the responsible 
good work for which we thank her. Sadly we have had to close as we have had 
no volunteers to carry on as chairperson, treasurer and secretary for the future.  

 The good news, however, is that we have been invited to join West Malling 
ARA. I have been to 2 meetings with several of our own members and made very 
welcome. I have listed below what is available to you and should you want any 
further details please contact their membership secretary Jacqui Evans 01732 
840699.  

                 Ron Leonard 01732 885223 

 

We are West MARA : West Malling Active Retirement Association 

 Our active retirement club will give you the opportunity to make new friends. 
We have monthly meetings with a guest speaker. Our activities include Petanque, 
Short Mat Bowling, a Lunch Club held on the Wednesday following our monthly 
meeting, Coach Holidays and Day Trips throughout the year and much more.  

Are you over 55 and either retired or semi-retired? Yes? Then give us a try. 

Our meetings are held at West Malling village hall at 2pm on the second Friday of 
each month and we have recently started a social afternoon held on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month. You will be made very welcome. 
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Events in the Village  
for the month of May 

 
1  Potters Mede - Youth Club - 3.00  to 5.00 

2  BGVH - Polling station - 7.00am to 10.00pm  
 SJCC - Mass - 10.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 

3 Potters Tots Playgroup - Potters Mede - 9.30 to 11.00  
 BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45 

4  Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00 

5  COGS - Holy Communion said - 8.30 
 SJCC - Mass - 9.30  
 COGS - All-Age Communion - 10.00  
 BGBC - Service - 10.30 
 Bash the Trash  - BGVH - 11.30 to 12.30 
7  BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15  to 4.15 
8  Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15  
 Potters Mede - Youth Club - 3.00  to 5.00 

9  SJCC - Mass - 10.00  
 BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 

10 Potters Tots Playgroup - Potters Mede - 9.30 to 11. 
 BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 Wrotham Arts Festival -10.00 to 5.00 
 BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45 
 Friday 2 Book Club - BG Library  - 2.00  
 Wrotham Historical Society - 8.00 - Wrotham Village Hall  
11  Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00 
 Wrotham Arts Festival - 10.00 to 5.00 
 BG Primary School - Summer Fair - 12.00 to 3.00 
 Platt Church - Organ Concert - 6.00  
12  SJCC - Mass - 9.30  
 COGS - Holy Communion and Children’s Church - 10.00  
 BGBC - Service - 10.30 
 Wrotham Arts Festival - 11.00 to 4.00 
13 Games, Tea and Chat - COGS  Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00 
 BGVH - u3a meeting -  2.00 
 BG Parish Council Annual Meeting - BGVH - 7.30  
14  BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15  to 4.15 
15 BGBC - Women’s Fellowship - 2.00 
 Potters Mede - Youth Club - 3.00  to 5.00 

16  SJCC - Mass - 10.00  
 BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 
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Come and join us  
Friday and Saturday 10am to 5pm,  

Sunday 11am to 4pm. 
St George’s Church will be exhibiting and selling amazing work 

from over 50 local artists. 
Craft and great food will be available in the village hall.  

There’s so much more to Slimming World than losing 
weight.  
We have our food optimising plan which is so generous 
and liberating to be called a diet; it has helped millions 

of people to lose weight beautifully and eat more healthily all without 
ever going hungry, counting a single calorie or feeling deprived. It’s 
rooted in science and psychology eating normal everyday foods. 
 Body Magic is our unique physical activity programme helping you 
to build an active lifestyle and get fit for life and Image Therapy is our 
empowering group support to help you make lasting behaviour and 
mindset changes.  
We meet every Wednesday in Borough Green village hall at 8am, 
9.30am, 5.30pm or 7pm.       
          Anita Chapman 

As a new initiative we are asking shopkeepers in the village if they 
would like to write (at no charge) about the services they offer 
and/or any community projects they take part in. The following 
item and that on page 19 are such articles and we look forward to 
hearing from others. 
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Bronze Age Borough Green 
 When looking at an old Ordnance Survey map of 
Borough Green on Exploring Kent’s Past, I was intrigued 
to see a tumulus or Bronze Age barrow on the high 
ground immediately to the south of the church in Quarry 
Hill Road. It’s described as a large tumulus and has 
been dated to 2350 BC to 701 BC.  
 Barrow Field is mentioned on the history page of 

the Parish Council as the land belonging to Mr Biggs where some urns were found 
and subsequently lost.  Edward Biggs, who lived in Borough Green House from 
1826, was the grandfather of Benjamin Harrison of Ightham (1837-1921) - an 
enthusiastic amateur archaeologist. His mother, Elizabeth, daughter of Edward 
Biggs, was keenly interested and had a collection of fossils from her mother.  Both 
Elizabeth and her parents came from Kilmersdon, Somerset, an area where many 
ancient artefacts have been found. 
 The Romans made a Military Way through Borough Green, going from 
Comp to Oldbury and then Stone Street, and Roman artefacts have been found 
in the village north of Borough Green Station. Maybe there were people living 
here before then, possibly with links to the Neollithic tomb at Coldrum near 
Trottiscliffe. Is it possible that the name Borough Green comes from the fact there 
was a barrow here, as suggested by Exploring Kent’s Past. Imagine people three 
thousand years ago walking along the old trackway from the east, now the 
Pillgrims Way, then turning south, perhaps following a stream and settling here to 
grow crops and look after their animals.                  

        Sarah Ingle 

Church of St Mary the Virgin, St Mary’s Platt, TN15 8NE 

presents an  

Organ Concert 
By DAVID POULTER 

formerly Director of Music at Coventry, Chester and Liverpool Anglian Cathedrals 

Saturday 11 May at 18.00 

Tickets £12   under 18s entry free 
(to include refreshments during the interval). 

 

For more information about David or to make a booking please use 
the link on our website stmarysplattchurch.org.uk. 

For any queries please contact Jane Sankey on 01732 883212 

This fundraising concert is sponsored by The Friends of Kent Churches 

In memory of John Briggs, who left a legacy to help support events such as this. 
St Mary’s is very grateful.  
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Visit us for  

- Bedding plants, vegetable plants, soft 
fruit and seeds 

- Fruit trees, shrubs, roses, perennials 
and herbs 

- Compost, pots, fertilisers, logs and charcoal 

- We now stock gardening tools and 
planting accessories 

- Local farm produce, cheeses, 
biscuits, eggs and cakes 

 

-Treat yourself to a coffee 
available in farm shop  

Open every day:  9am-5pm  

sales@greenacresgardencentre.co.uk                                                                                                 

Borough Green Road, Ightham, TN15 9JA   

01732 884726 

Local Asparagus and Strawberries 
now available 
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SMALL NOTICES 
Clock Kent 

 

Clock & Watch repairs, 
restoration & servicing 

Collection & delivery available. 
 

Call Paul on 01732 884363 / 07831 884789 

Or email: paul@clockkent.com 
www.clockkent.com 

Slimming World 
Group on 

Wednesdays  

8.00am, 9.30am, 5.30pm and 7pm             
at Borough Green Village Hall.  

 

Phone Anita on 07725 484 361 

Defibrillator Locations 
a) 24 hours a day 

The Village Hall 
Potters Mede  
The Recreation Ground 
The Fire Station    
b) When premises are open 

The Medical Centre  
BG Primary School 
Fourways Dentists 

Hall bookings 
 

Parish Hall - Quarry Hill  
   Alan Williams   01732 886557  
Village Hall 
www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk 

   01732  646040 
Potters Mede  
  Bernard Galopin  07568 536 405  

        What’s on at Borough Green Village Hall  
 

For information on forthcoming events see  
www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk 

and for a full list of events in the next month see 
www.facebook.com/groups/bgvillagehall 

and on boards at the village hall.  

 
For details about making an appointment for 
a blood donation go to www.blood.co.uk or 
phone 0300 123 23 23.  
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Bluebell Walk 5 May 
 

 Enjoy a six-mile charity Bluebell Walk in aid of Heart of Kent Hospice 
on Sunday 5 May. Tickets are now on sale so please sign up for the annual 
Bluebell Walk and help Heart of Kent Hospice raise vital funds to meet the 
cost of providing free, compassionate, end-of-life care to people living with a 
terminal illness and their loved ones. 
 Last year’s Bluebell Walk was enjoyed by 
1,226 enthusiastic walkers and the Hospice team 
hopes even more people will sign up for this 
event. Walkers will take a route through the 
picturesque Kent countryside with the 
opportunity to enjoy some breath-taking 
bluebell vistas. The route starts from Harrietsham 
Village Hall, Church Rd, Harrietsham, Maidstone, 
ME17 1AP. 
 Cold drinks will be available at various stops along the route including 
at the ‘Field of Remembrance’ where walkers can remember a loved one. For 
anyone who has packed a picnic there will be a special picnic stop along the 
way with hot or cold drinks available. 
 All ages are welcome to take part in the walk but buggies and 
wheelchairs are not recommended due to uneven terrain and some 
stiles.  Dogs on leads are welcome but please note that larger dogs may find 
it difficult to cross some of the stiles and may therefore need to be carried 
over. Heart of Kent Hospice dog bandanas are available to purchase when 
booking online at  
  https://www.hokh.org/event/bluebellwalk2024/ 
 £15 for adults, £10 a child, £40 a family (2 adults and 2 children) 

 New for this year is Shaun the Sheep’s Family Walk! Take a 
1 mile stroll through the countryside, whilst looking out for Shaun 
and his friends along the way! Please note, there are no bluebells 
on the 1 mile walk.  
 £10 for adults, £5 for a child and £25 for a family. 

Walkers will set off in 30 minutes waves which can be selected when booking. 
Waves run from 8:00am until 10:00am.  

Heart of Kent Hospice Charity Shop in BG High Street 
The opening hours are from 9.00-4.00 Monday to Friday and 9.00-1.00 on 
Saturday.  

 
Look out for flash sales at the village hall. The next 
one will be on  Thursday 23 May from 2.00 to 4.00 
with everything £1. 
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Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers  
You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try up to three ‘taster’ 
walks with us. If you’re new to our walks, please contact the walk 
leader to check that their walk will suit you.  
For details of these and other upcoming walks and walk leaders, 
see our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/groups/
tonbridgeandmallingramblers or visit www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.  

Dates in  

May 
Route 

Distance 

in miles 

Thursday 2nd 

A leisurely, flat and rural circular walk from Hadlow towards 
the River Medway and East Lock, going through Barnes Street 
and Golden Green.  Good views of Hadlow Tower and two 
pillar boxes near the Medway. Three stiles. Mainly field 
paths, very little road walking, good paths and tracks. May 
be muddy after rain. 

4.5 

Thursday 9th 
Trosley Trot: a fairly flat circular walk along the bottom of 
the Downs with good views to the south. Moderate difficulty. 

5.5 

Sunday 12th 
A varied circular walk from Groombridge through the woods 
to Harrison's Rocks, across the Spa Valley railway (Toot! 
Toot!) and returning via Motts Mill. Moderate difficulty. 

5.5 

Thursday 16th  
West Peckham wander: pleasant circular walk past the church 
across the village cricket field and around back to The Swan 
on the Green. Moderate difficulty. 

5 

Thursday 23rd 
Darent Valley circular walk from Shoreham village. Moderate 
difficulty. 

5 

Wednesday 29th 

Circular walk from Mereworth through an attractive part of 
the Wealdway, climbing through Hurst Wood and returning 
via West Peckham. We then climb to the top of the Wealden 
ridge before the return to Mereworth. Moderate difficulty. 

6 

Walks usually start mid-morning. There’s a short half-way break (bring refreshments) 
and  we usually finish near a pub. Most walks are dog-friendly (see website).   

SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET - GIVING TO CHARITY 
 
Did you realise that every year the Farmers’ Market gives any 
surplus we make to food related charities?  This means that when you 

shop at the Farmers’ Market not only are you purchasing quality local produce 
and supporting local producers but you are helping various charities. This 
financial year, because of the extra money raised via the Michel Roux dinner 
held in May last year, we are able to give much more than normal. The recipients 
include Chatham and Nourish Food Banks, Practical Action (providing agricultural 
solutions to smallholders around the world) and Growing Hope (which trains and 
equips churches, families and individuals in Mozambique to produce food for their 
own survival) - it is run by Janet Pythian of Plaxtol so has a very local connection.  








