THE VOICE
July 2022

A COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FOR THE VILLAGE OF BOROUGH GREEN
SPONSORED AND PRODUCED BY THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
DELIVERED FREE TO OVER 1950 HOMES AND BUSINESSES
(ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE)

PEEK LANDSCAPING
Driveways, Paths, Patios, Walling, Drainage, Fencing/gates,
Turfing, Planting, Garden Clearance.
All work carried out to the highest standard, customer references available on request.
Fully Insured.
For free advice and quotations, contact Brooke Peek on:M: 07494538522, E:brooke_peek@hotmail.co.uk

BOROUGH GREEN
OPTICIANS
EST 1972
OPTOMETRISTS AND
CONTACT LENS CONSULTANTS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
9.00 - 5.30
Wednesday Closed
Saturday
9.00 - 1.00
•
Full eye examination
•
Cataract referrals
•
Glaucoma check
•
Free trial on most types of
contact lenses
25, High Street
Borough Green
Kent
01732 884558
Email bgopticians@outlook.com
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Editorial from the Church of the Good Shepherd
July 2022
The smallest and the least
I would like to thank everyone involved in organising and running the
Jubilee Family Fun Day at the beginning of June. It was great to see so many
people from our village coming together to celebrate and have fun.
Some of you may, as part of your afternoon at the rec, have made a
bug hotel. The churches in Borough Green got together to run that activity.
There were about 100 families who came along to stuff containers with leaves,
twigs, bamboo and pine cones to make safe spaces for the minibeasts in their
gardens.
It’s only relatively recently that we’ve realised the importance bugs and
insects have. Along with pollination (not only done by bees), they distribute
seeds, break down organic matter to make nutrient-rich soil, and are a food
source for other parts of the ecosystem. Their small size means they can so
easily be overlooked or stepped on, but without them, life as we know it,
would not be possible. So giving them a ‘hotel’ is the least we can do.
Often attributed to Gandhi is the saying “the true measure of any
society can be found in how it treats its most vulnerable members”. Jesus was
saying the same thing when, in answer to his disciples' questions about
greatness, he said “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the
servant of all.” Greatness, true value, is seen in how we treat the weakest, the
most vulnerable, the overlooked and stepped on.
One of the amazing things that happened during the pandemic was
providing hotel accommodation for the homeless. Sadly, many are now back
on the streets, but for some having their own space, a bed, a shower, being
treated with respect and given some support allowed them to move into their
own long-term accommodation. If we treat the most vulnerable well, society as
a whole improves.
Each day we will see news stories of vulnerable people and there will be
many more who are simply overlooked, whose story is never heard. There
aren’t easy answers to these problems, but what can we all do together to
ensure they are no longer stepped on by society and instead, seen as a
valuable part of it.
Jesus took a little child, whom he placed among the disciples,
“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me”.
Let us welcome Christ in all the vulnerable people we encounter.
God bless
Revd. Chris
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
FUNERAL
Celia Smith

We offer our condolences to all those recently bereaved.

Games, Tea & Chat
On alternate Mondays (for dates see diary section) at
2 - 4pm in the annexe to the Church of the Good Shepherd.
Come and enjoy board games, tea and a chat. No booking
required but for further details contact Elaine Almond on
886440 or etalmond@aol.com.
(NB. There will be no meet-ups in August).
Coffee at COGS
Come and join us for coffee and a chat on Saturday 9 July
in the Annexe at 10am. Donations of cakes will be
gratefully received please. There will be the usual raffle,
candles and crafts, books, DVDs and bric’a’brac.
Contact Pam on 886150

Breakfast Church

Children’s Church will meet on Sundays
10 and 17 July at 10am, starting in the
church.

Our next Breakfast Church will be
at 9am on Sunday 24 July at the
Church of the Good Shepherd,
Quarry Hill Road.
It’s a chance to share some good
food, chat and worship.
All the family and friends are
welcome.
No charge.
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CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD - TODDLER TIME
2021 - 22 REPORT
Toddler Time opened its doors to a new format in
September 2021. We now meet 10.15 to 12 noon on
the first and third Monday of the month during term
time. This seems to fit in with the various groups in the
village who meet on different days of the week. It
continues to be open to everyone, with free admission,
just a donation towards refreshments. We offer an
opportunity for the children to meet and learn social skills, and a relaxed
atmosphere where parents and carers can meet and chat.
A big thank you to Rosemary Dryland who helps, and Joan Carter
who keeps us topped up with tea, coffee and endless supplies of biscuits.
Asking for a donation has proved successful financially. It has allowed for
the refreshment costs to be covered, a donation to COGS funds towards
heating etc. with a small surplus which has been used to replace toys, and
gifts at Christmas and Easter.
We have an average of 10 families per week, some regular
attenders with others who pop in from time to time. The group is much
appreciated by the parents and carers who bring their children, especially
after the many months of lockdown when they were unable to meet other
new mums.
Linda Bryce
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J&F
ACCOUNTANCY LTD

Chartered Accountants

VEHICLE SERVICING
AND REPAIRS

Self Assessment Tax Returns
Self-Employed Accounts
Payroll & CIS

London House Works,
Station Road,
Borough Green

Tel: 01732 885444

www.gsmechengineers.co.uk

1 Station Court, Station Approach
Borough Green, Kent TN15 8AD
Email: info@jandfaccountancy.co.uk
Web: www.jandfaccountancy.co.uk

email:
info@gsmechengineers.co.uk

Limited Company Accounts

Tel: 01732 885314

Karl Burrluck
Plumbing and Heating

All DIY work for reasonable rates
Painting and Decorating,
Kitchen Fitting,
Decking, Fencing,
Sheds and all Carpentry work,
Flat pack assembly,
Jet Washing.
General property maintenance
No job too small

01732 886984
07886 783 170

John Ballantyne
Home: 01732 884387
Mobile: 07890 034846

52 Western Road
Borough Green,
Sevenoaks
TN15 8AQ
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Notes from Borough Green Parish Council
The Parish Council met at 7.30pm Monday 13th June 2022.
Matters discussed and reports received included:

ESTABLISHED
APRIL1934

•

The Queen's Platinum Jubilee weekend weather held, and both the Beacon
Lighting and the Saturday Festival were well attended and deemed a great
success. The Clerk reported the events raised some £1864, which the PC
agreed to top up to £2000 as a donation to the Heart of Kent Hospice. Our
Celebrity Guest of Honour Mrs Doll Fissenden MBE lit the Beacon, opened
the Festival, and formally unveiled the War Memorial name plaque on the
Pavilion.

•

The Chairman presented Mrs Fissenden and Festival Organiser, Cllr Sue
Butterfill, with bouquets, and our Groundsmen Barry Glew and Rob
Springett with WW1 Commemorative Coin packs in thanks for their hard
work behind the scenes. He also thanked all the members of the Council and
other volunteers who worked so hard to make the events a success, and Nisa
Stores for their special generosity.

•

Sunday morning saw the clearing up of the Recreation Ground but, thanks to
Cllr Millener's idea of multiple recycling bins, there was very little litter. So
instead of cleaning the Rec "Bash the Trash" volunteers were able to carry
out their regular monthly first Sunday litter-picking all around the village.
During the coming months Bash the Trash's work will be augmented by Rob
carrying out random litter picking around the village.

•

Concern has been raised about a steady rise in vandalism by teenagers,
and residents seem keen on setting up a youth club. The Parish Council does
not provide youth facilities, but agreed it can and will support any serious
plan that comes forward. It was noted that a Drop-in Centre would better
address the problems than a conventional youth club.

•

The loss of the Bulky Waste Freighter is still causing domestic fly-tipping in
the villages, with the much vaunted Household Waste Facility at Allington
being too far away, in particular for the elderly and those without transport.
The existing centres at Dunbrik, Cuxton and Tunbridge Wells are even
further away and the doorstep collections far too expensive.

•

The Borough Green Logo (as above) has now been redrafted to allow
modern printing techniques to be used. The logo was designed by the late
Cllr Charles Willsher and is registered with the School of Heralds. The Parish
have presented Cllr Willsher's widow Val with a copy of the new logo and
the artwork for the new Borough Green flag. The wavy black cross on the
green background represents the Four Wents meeting in the village
surrounded by the green of the countryside, and the portcullis represents a
homestead or safe refuge.
The new heavy duty vinyl floor has been installed at Potters Mede and will
make it much more useable for dance and exercise classes, and far easier to
keep clean.
(Continued on page 9)

•
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A PALMER COMPLETE
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
01732 886 939 07774 201 154
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK
LARGE OR SMALL

FULL REWIRES, PARTIAL
REWIRES, FUSEBOARDS,
TEST CERTIFICATES,
SOCKETS, LIGHTING.
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
LOCAL AUTHORITY
RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE.
Extensions - Loft conversions
Internal & External Alterations
Full Planning &
Structural Engineers Service
References Always Available
www.honeycombconstruction.co.uk

(01732) 883443
07989 509 630
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•

The Clerk reported on the progress of the new perimeter path through the
Rec, which should go ahead in September, and will be timed to minimise
disruption to the Borough Green Junior Football Club.

•

Cllr Crawley is moving from the area and sent his resignation. Chairman
thanked Cllr Crawley for his stabilising influence and wisdom during his
service.

•

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 4th
July 2022, at BG Village Hall, and will be our Annual Meeting. The
agenda will include a period for public contributions and questions.
Meet your Council
Contact the Chairman mike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk 01732 882880
Contact the Clerk clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk 07568 536405
Full minutes are posted at www.boroughgreen.gov.uk

Advertising

Any commercial bodies or people offering services who wish to advertise
should contact Chris Atkins email chris.atkins1952@gmail.com or phone
01732 366615 about rates and availability of spaces.
If you have something you want to sell, a caravan or cottage you want to let
for holidays etc then contact Margaret Jeffery. The cost of such personal
notices are just £2 per issue.
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for wrong information
received, or mistakes that occur in publication. The Editorial Team cannot
accept responsibility for any delay in distribution. Publication of
advertisements does not imply any form of recommendation. All articles in this
magazine are covered by copyright and permission must be obtained before
reproducing them in any format.
The magazine is also available to read on the COGS, BG Community and
Parish Council websites, the COGS Facebook page and the Borough Green
Pinboard.

Articles for the next magazine

The Voice is your community magazine and it relies on the people of Borough
Green to make it as interesting as possible. Organisations, clubs and
individuals are welcome to submit articles on their activities and subjects likely
to be of interest to the village.
The deadline for articles for the next magazine will be Tuesday 12 July and
these should be sent to the address below. The next magazine will cover
August so if you have any events planned for that month and you would like
them to appear in the diary section please send to :m-jeffery@talktalk.net
01732 883978

Margaret Jeffery
7 Lendon Road
Borough Green
TN15 8SE
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WICKS GAS
GAS SAFE REGISTERED 212643
Heating & Gas Engineer
SERVICE & REPAIR of DOMESTIC
GAS APPLIANCES
CENTRAL HEATING
HEATING CONTROLS
FIRES
COOKERS / HOBS
WARM AIR UNITS
UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS
(G3 qualified)
OVER 40 YEARS OF GAS EXPERIENCE
Based in Borough Green
01732 883544 / 07748 780811
Email: wicksgas@btinternet.com
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CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD – FOODBANK
2021 – 22 REPORT
Our Foodbank has again seen an increase in demand over the
past year. At the time of writing, we are supporting 20 local families in
need, with this number likely to go up following the much publicised cost of
living increases. Struggling families continue to be referred to us from
various departments within Social Services, local schools, charities and the
Citizens Advice Bureau.
Regular donations are received from the local community, schools,
and churches, for which we are extremely grateful. Our thanks also go to
the local and borough councils for their most generous cash donations. Our
special thanks also go to Luci Burnham for once again coordinating the
special Christmas hampers for our families.
Thank you so much for your continued support. You may be assured
that your donations are both most welcome and much needed.
Nigel Ralph and Alan Cant

Foodbank Donations
Donations of non-perishable goods may be
left at the Church of the Good Shepherd at
any time during the day
(the Church is usually open 10am - 5pm each
day).

The Church of the Good Shepherd
COGS website www.cogsonline.co.uk
Facebook - COGSBG
Email - vicar.cogs@gmail.com
01732 882447
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Borough Green Road, Ightham, TN15 9JA
01732 884726

Sevenoaks Road, Ightham,
TN15 9AD

For All Auto Queries

Visit us for bedding plants, soft fruit and seeds
Fruit trees, shrubs, roses, perennials and herbs

01732 780591

Compost, pots, fertilisers, logs and charcoal

All makes and models
MoTs
Free courtesy car
Free local collection and delivery

Local farm produce strawberries, cherries,
raspberries
Simply Ice Cream and Lollies, cheeses and
cakes
Treat yourself to a
available in farm shop

07747535657

coffee now

We now stock
frozen meals

Brakes
Repairs

Servicing
No. Plates

All mechanical and diagnostic
work carried out by
qualified automobile engineers

Open every day: 9am-5pm
sales@greenacresgardencentre.co.uk
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Great day at our Jubilee Festival in the
Recreation Ground despite the chilly
weather. Bouquets given to Doll Fissenden
MBE, our celebrity, and Sue Butterfill who
organised everything; and a small token of
our thanks to Barry and Rob for their hard
work behind the scenes. A terrific day, and
thanks to everyone who turned up and
made it such a success.
Mike Taylor

One of the events at the Jubilee Festival was the opportunity for
children to make a crown or a bug hotel. This was run by volunteers
from the Church of the Good Shepherd, St Joseph’s Catholic Church
and BG Baptist Church. Some of the bug hotels were not taken
home so Barry has now sited a number of these around the village.

Local sign language choir “Show of Hands” performed at the Borough Green
Platinum Jubilee Family Fun Day. They also took part in the National Signing
Choir Competition in London on 15 May and won 2 trophies - the juniors won first
place and the mixed age choir achieved third place.
Congratulations.
The Birmingham 2022 Queen’s Baton Relay will
visit Tonbridge during its final journey through
England ahead of the opening of the Birmingham
2022 Commonwealth Games. Tonbridge will
officially welcome the Baton on Thursday 7 July.
The Batonbearers are due to arrive at the south
end of the High Street at around 9.30am.
During its time in Tonbridge, the Queen’s Baton
Relay will travel along the High Street to
Tonbridge Castle where the Batonbearers will be
joined by local school children to mark the
occasion.
13
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Village Directory
The Church of the Good Shepherd
VICAR
READER
CHURCHWARDENS
PCC SEC
PCC TREASURER
PARISH CHURCH HALL
CHAIRMAN
BOOKING SEC

Chris Turner
Chris Almond, 5 Stone Court
Carole Simpson
Julie Sweeting, 3 High Street
Jo Smith
Mark Sweeting, 3, High Street

882447
886440
883073
885437
882515
885437

Alan Williams, 4 Rock Road
Jenny Cant

886557
883405

Other Borough Green Contacts
BAPTIST CHURCH (BG)
WOMEN'S FELLOWSH IP

BADMINTON CLUB (BG)
LADIES
BADMINTON CLUB (Ightham)
BOWLS (BG)
BORODARA
BOROGRADS SEC
BRIGHT START PRE-SCHOOL
CAMPAIGN TO
PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND

CAROLINE CLARE DANCE
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS (BG)
ORGANISER

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
COMMUNITY WARDEN
DOCTORS’ SURGERY
FAIRSEAT RESIDENTS
FIRE BRIGADE (BG)
GIRL GUIDES (BG)
IGHTHAM & DISTRICT
GARDENERS CLUB
J5 SLIPS ORGANISATION
KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR
LADIES FOOTBALL
LIBRARY (BG)
LUNCH CLUB
NETBALL (BG & W)
PARISH COUNCIL (BG)
CHAIRMAN
VICE CHAIR
CLERK

Office
Pastor - Mr B Roberts
Mrs A Heren
Mr P Sales
Mrs Pauline Deards
Mr N Dennis
Ray Fuller
Mrs S Brown
Lucilla Mackay, 65 Crouch Lane
Nicky Thompson

882624
882624
883305
884405
884755
882078
884621
884539
882045
07858 188 867

Mr M Taylor
Caroline Madden

882880
07944 332 275

Mrs M Vick

884101
440488
Ms Jess Jarrett
07811 271 307
Surgery hours
885555
NHS (helpline)
111
Mrs H Tornbom
07710 156150
Non emergency calls only
882581
Amy Cooper
boroughgreenguides@gmail.com
Dee Samways
07799 002 129
Tim Shaw
Mr H Rayner
Philippa Golding
Village Hall Car Park
Pauline Nix
Jeni Roll

883375
03000 421 606
bgfc_ladies@outlook.com
03000 413 131
01622 815647
07517 259 980

Mr M Taylor
882880
Mr T Shaw
883375
Mr B Galopin
clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk
PO Box 635 Sevenoaks TN13 9UX
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Events in the Village for
the month of July
1
2

3

4
5
7

8
9
10
12
13
14

15
17
18
19

BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
COGS - Summer Fayre - Vicarage Garden - 11.00 to 3.00
Ightham and District Gardeners Club - Show - Ightham Mote - 12.00
COGS - Holy Communion said - 8.00
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion - 10.00
Ightham and District Gardeners Club - Show - Ightham Mote - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
Bash the Trash - BGVH - 11.00 to 12.00
Toddler Time - COGS Annexe - 10.15 to 12.00
Games, Tea and Chat - COGS Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00
BG Parish Council - BGVH - 7.30
Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
Julian Meeting - 8.15 - 07719 908 267 for details
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
Friday 2 Book Club - BG Library - 2.00
Coffee at COGS - 10.00 to 12.00
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion and Children’s Church - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15
BGBC - Women’s Fellowship - 2.00 - Searchword Ears/Hear(ing)
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
BORODARA - BGVH - 2.00
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion and Children’s Church - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
Toddler Time - COGS Annexe - 10.15 to 12.00
Games, Tea and Chat - COGS Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00
Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
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21
22

23
24

26
27
28
29
31

SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
Jazz at COGS - 7.30 to 10.00
COGS - Breakfast Church - 9.00
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion - 10.30
BGBC - Service - 10.30
Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15
BGBC - Women’s Fellowship - Garden Party
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
Abbreviations
COGS Church of the Good Shepherd
SJCC St Joseph’s Catholic Church
BGBC Borough Green Baptist Church
BGVH Borough Green Village Hall

IGHTHAM & DISTRICT GARDENERS CLUB

ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW
SATURDAY 2 & SUNDAY 3 JULY

IGHTHAM MOTE (National Trust) Ivy Hatch - Kent
* Variety of classes *

Fruit/Vegetable/Flowers/Domestic/Floral Classes
Open to non-members
Plant Stall / Raffle / Tombola
Show open for visitors at 12.00 Saturday & 10.00 Sunday
Free entrance into Ightham Mote with an IDGC Show Exhibitor Pass
and free entry for National Trust Members
For info contact
Phil Barlass - 01732 883505
Dee Samways – 0779 900 2129
17

(Continued from page 15)
POLICE CONTACT NUMBER
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
SCHOOL PA (BG)
SCOUT GROUP
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC
CHURCH
CONTACT
T&MBC COUNCILLORS
VILLAGE HALL BOOKING SEC
VOICE MAGAZINE ARTICLES
ADVERTISING
WOODVALE INTERNATIONAL FOLK

WROTHAM SCHOOL

Non-emergency calls only
Mrs M Vick
Borough Green School

101
884101
883459
bgscoutmembers@gmail.com

Margaret Briggs
885295
Mrs W Palmer
07748 633 200
Mr T Shaw
883375
Mr M Taylor
882880
Mrs J Taylor. 41 Maidstone Rd
882880
Margaret Jeffery, 7 Lendon Road
883978
Chris Atkins
366615
Mr A Cant, 38 Crowhurst Road
883405
office@wrotham.kent.sch.uk
884207

For any new entries, or changes to existing entries, in the directory
please contact Margaret Jeffery
OutdoorsIsFree launched to encourage public to get
more active
(Extract from KCC Press Release dated 14 June)

A new initiative to inspire people in Kent to get more active outdoors without cost
this summer has been launched. The Everyday Active campaign is run by the team
formerly known as Kent Sport, coinciding with its name-change this week to Active Kent
and Medway. Its summer initiative #OutdoorsIsFree is intended to highlight the wealth of
opportunities to be active outdoors without cost. #OutdoorsIsFree will be featured across
Everyday Active’s website and social media channels to suggest ideas for Kent to save
money and move more.
Liz Davidson, Partnership Director at Active Kent and Medway, said: “Covid-19
has further highlighted and intensified many of the long-term inequalities in sport and
physical activity – the people who faced the most barriers to activity before the
pandemic have struggled the most to be active. We’re delighted to launch this campaign
as part of our work to change this.”
#OutdoorsIsFree aims to overcome the barriers to being more active, particularly
cost: a major concern in most households at present. It will:
•
Highlight free opportunities and activities in Kent from June to the autumn.
•
Select opportunities most relevant to people living in less affluent areas.
•
Show that becoming more active can be fun, not cost the earth and a little is ‘good
enough’
For more information on #OutdoorsIsFree ,
visit www.everydayactivekent.org.uk,
https://www.instagram.com/everydayactive/ or
https://www.facebook.com/everydayactivekent/
There members of the public will find details of numerous free activities, including
walking, running and cycling.
Liz Davidson said Kent Sport’s name-change was intended to reflect the organisation’s
new focus, which is on encouraging more people to get physically more active, not
necessarily through organised sports clubs.
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BOROUGH GREEN & WROTHAM STATION GARDEN
VOLUNTEERS
The Station Gardeners are back in action, tending the flowerbeds,
hanging baskets and wall baskets after what at times has felt like an
eternity. Janet, Dot, Margaret, Nikki, Sally, Steve, Janice and Stuart have
enjoyed a couple of Saturday morning sessions weeding and planting out
with the hanging baskets going up on Jubilee weekend.
As some might be aware, our line (Kemsing to Ashford) has become
part of the Kent Community Rail Partnership and is known as the Kent Downs Line (KDL)
and our Gardeners have been awarded a certificate that “recognised their contribution,
hard work and commitment supporting the work of Kent Community Rail Partnership”.
After a very happy and rewarding 9 years, I am now standing down and
handing over to Janet Lucas who I know is looking for more volunteers. If you like to
spend the occasional couple of hours weeding etc, usually on a Saturday morning, she
would love to hear from you on: jannet.lucas@btinternet.com. The gardeners are all
volunteers bringing their enthusiasm and garden implements and rely on donations of
either cash or plants all of which are gratefully received with Tanya in the Booking
Office able to accept donations on the gardeners behalf.
As the gardeners return on a regular basis, I hope this will help deter the
vandalism that has broken out at the station over recent months. For many years there
was little or no vandalism and it is sad to see the results of their actions.
Like I said, I have so much enjoyed being involved with the Station Garden and
the many gardeners who have joined in over the years. There is a camaraderie on the
Station involving not only the gardeners but also those who travel the lines, the drivers of
the trains and their conductors – I shall miss my Saturday sessions but creaking knees and
hips have finally caught up with me!
Sue Murray

Tonbridge and Malling In Bloom

(Extract from TMBC Press Release issued on 26 May)

Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council support Tonbridge and Malling In
Bloom competition. Green fingered residents of Tonbridge and Malling have
another opportunity to showcase their skills and transform the borough as the
annual ‘In Bloom’ competition opens for a fifth year.
Hosted by Coolings Garden Centre, the competition is open to residents, businesses and
communities. There are plenty of categories to enter, with a chance to win prizes of up to
£25 in Coolings vouchers for each category. There is even a special category this year in
honour of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Categories include:
• best front garden
• best back garden
• best planted pot, trough or hanging basket
• best allotment plot
• best pollinator friendly garden
• best display of Jubilee colours (red, white and blue or the
official Queen’s Platinum Jubilee colours – purple and platinum)
• best commercial garden or horticultural display
best
community project
Entry forms must be submitted by Friday 1 July and can be found at
https://www.coolings.co.uk/about-us/coolings-in-bloom . Judging takes place from 4 July
over three weeks and culminates in an awards ceremony planned for 29 July. Entrants
will be sent a free voucher to spend in Coolings.
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G R SERVICING LTD
Now at Unit 16
Orchard Place Business Centre
Seven Mile Lane
Wrotham Heath

REFLEXOLOGY
AROMATHERAPY
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
Appointments available in
Borough Green & Wrotham

Servicing and repairing your
vehicles.
MOTs can also be arranged.

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
Call Michelle on 07866 491840

PLEASE CALL
01732 882725 as before.

WWW.SOUL2SOLETHERAPY.COM
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Support Sevenoaks Samaritans and sign
up for a Samarathon this summer
Sevenoaks Samaritans is inviting supporters to sign up to Samarathon, the
charity’s annual virtual marathon.
• Funds raised will help Sevenoaks Samaritans continue to be there for
people struggling to cope.
• Sevenoaks Samaritans is encouraging people to sign up to Samarathon
and set themselves the challenge of walking, jogging, running or cycling
the equivalent of a marathon distance during July, helping the charity’s
volunteers continue to provide vital emotional support.
•

Participants can choose how, when and where they complete their marathon –
and can sign up to complete the challenge solo or join a team to complete it
alongside their colleagues, friends and family. To find more information or
sign up to Samarathon, visit www.samaritans.org/samarathon

Sevenoaks Samaritans volunteered a total of 14,000 hours during the past
year. To help us to continue be there for people struggling to cope, please
consider getting involved or donate to our Sevenoaks page
https://samarathon.enthuse.com/samaritanssevenoaks/profile

CPR and First Aid Training
On 30 July at 10am to 12pm the Sevenoaks CPR Charity are
coming to Reuthe's (TN15 0HB) to offer FREE CPR, AED and
Basic First Aid instruction suitable for individuals aged 16+.
The 2 hour session will be split into two parts:
- CPR and how to use an AED ( Defibrillator)
- Basic First Aid - everyday essential first aid knowledge for you and
your family
These are extremely popular sessions and so to ensure that the limited
number of places are utilised we are asking for a £10 refundable deposit to
secure your place. When you check in with the team at the session, you will
be offered the chance to get the refund or you may entirely at your
discretion, decide to make the deposit a donation to vital work that the
Sevenoaks CPR charity do.
To book your place please visit
https://reuthes.com/whats-on/#event=free-cpr-aed-basic-first-aid-training;instance
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WROTHAM COMPUTER
CARE
Computer help
at your Home or Office
PCs and Apple Macs
Painter and Decorator

We are a local company providing
an affordable service to local families,
professionals, businesses and schools.

33 years experience
Interior & Exterior

For more details please contact us:

Free Estimates

01732 780176 or 07795 552440

Friendly and reliable

mwhite@wrothamcomputercare.com

Call Steve 07811 360269
www.jarvisdecorating.co.uk

www.wrothamcomputercare.com

“Help at an emotional time”
Borough Green,
Wrotham, St Mary’s Platt, Ightham
& surrounding villages

01732 780600

43 Western Road, TN15 8AL
boroughgreen@welhamjones.co.uk
 Traditional & Contemporary funerals
 Eco-friendly funerals & woodland burials
 Private chapel of rest Home arrangements
 Memorials & keepsakes

Sevenoaks
based

www.welhamjones.co.uk

22

Tom Tugendhat MP’s Column
We have so many fantastic businesses on our doorstep. Some are small
branches of big national companies, with many others being smaller local
businesses. No matter the size of the business, they are often staffed by
brilliant, friendly and welcoming local people. I have visited so many of them
that I’ve got a good idea of the talents different businesses bring to our
community as they each invest in Tonbridge and Malling. They create jobs and
a better service for everybody.
For some, the results are international – NIAB EMR in East Malling have
transformed the science of agriculture, looking at ways that we can farm and
grow more efficiently. They’ve just seen £11 million invested in their new
Green Tech Hub, a state-of-the-art research facility, that they kindly asked me
to open. For others, they are national – Trooli is an amazing, ultra-fast
broadband network that has only just opened new offices in Kings Hill. This
nerve centre of the new online economy will help many of us stay connected
and see opportunities grow for businesses.
Both of these wonderful investments in our local community connect us to
the wider world and demonstrate the importance Kent’s economy has to the
country and the globe. With investment on this scale comes jobs for our friends
and neighbours giving us all the chance to grow and invest in our futures. This
has never been more important.
Major businesses have to start somewhere and the start-up generation
that is coming through is inspiring. So many new small businesses are popping
up around our community started by people who have the courage to give it a
go and believe in themselves. I have noticed so many in recent months offering
opportunities to so many. That’s inspiring and will created the roots for a
stronger economy here in Kent, and across the United Kingdom.
If you are thinking about starting up a new business, or know of
somebody who may be, please let me know. I’d always happy to promote
those who take a chance on us, and I will do all I can to support the growth of
our community and the wider area.
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk
Disasters Emergency Committee
UKRAINE HUMANITARIAN APPEAL
Online : www.dec.org.uk
Phone : 0370 60 60 900

Standard geographic charges from landlines and mobiles will apply.

To donate £10 text HELP to 70150

Texts cost £10 plus your standard network message charge. You must be 16+ and
have the bill payer’s permission.

Post : PO Box 999, London, EC3A 3AA

Cheques payable to DEC UKRAINE HUMANITARIAN APPEAL

DEC is made up of 15 member charities who are experts in humanitarian aid and
specialise in different areas of disaster response. They come together to speak in one
voice and make fundraising more efficient when an appeal is launched.
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borough green PLATINUM
Beacon in Recreation Ground

Postbox in High Street

Flower and Art Exhibition COGS

24

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

Family Fun Day in Recreation Ground

Jazz evening COGS
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GF Harris
Garden Maintenance

Ginette’s Nails

Small local company (based in Platt)
offering a reliable, friendly and
professional Garden Maintenance
service including one off, weekly,
fortnightly or ongoing visits.

56 High Street, Borough Green
01732 780044

& BEAUTY RETREAT

We specialise in a range of
beauty products including
Jessica Natural Nail Care
Lash perfect lashes
Lash Lift
Fake Bake Spray Tan
Hot Stone Massage
Spa Find mineralizing facials
Gelish Nails and Toenails
Minx Toe Nails
Waxing
And much, much more.

Services include: Lawn Mowing,
Hedge Cutting, Planting, Pruning,
Leaf Clearance and much more!
Free Estimates – Fully Insured
Contact Grant – 07532340210
Email – gfharrisgardening@gmail.com

Go on treat yourself
www.ginettesnailsandbeauty.com

Aaron Penna Victoria Penna
Chartered Physiotherapists
Now Providing
Physiotherapy at home
Have you recently been discharged
from hospital and want to get back
to your best?
Long Covid?

Slips, trips and falls?

Call today for an appointment
or email for further information
01732 823189
aaron@pwphysio.com
www.pwphysio.com
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FC Borough Green

Quality players wanted for new men’s football team to play
next season in the Sevenoaks District League. Most of the team
played last year in the Maidstone Minor League, U18s division
one.
Our fixtures will be on a Saturday afternoon on the 3G pitch at
Wrotham School.
We train midweek on the 3G where players receive excellent
coaching. We follow the FA’s Respect code with discipline and self-control a must
for players, coaches and supporters. Players interested should contact manager
Alex Butler at alexjbutler000@gmail.com or text 07836 572239.

Potters FC

The Craske & Wells Memorial Trophy final that Potters are due to
play in will now not take place this season. Potters finished second in
the Premier Division of the Sevenoaks & District League.

BOROUGH GREEN LIBRARY

The library is open for bookshelf browsing with a view to taking books out
on loan, computer and WiFi available with appropriate safety measures
in place.
Opening hours are
10 - 1 and 2 - 5 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
and 9 - 1 on Saturday.
Summer Reading Challenge from Saturday 9 July to
Saturday 10 September. This year’s challenge is called
Gadgeteers - inspiring children to discover the amazing
science and innovation in the world around them.
EVENTS

Ancestry - Monday 10.15 - 12.15 need to book an appointment
Scrabble - Tuesday 2.15 - 4.15 - this is for any age and is looking for
new members so come along and join in.
Coffee & Chat - Thursday 10.15 - 12.15
Baby Bounce & Rhyme Time - Friday 10.15 - 10.45
Friday 2 Book Club (second Friday of each month) 2.00 - our friendly
group read and discuss our chosen book for the month - all welcome just
turn up on the day.

Wearing of masks preferred at all of these events.
For more advice please call the library on 03000 413 131 or email
boroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.uk where staff will be able to help.
We look forward to seeing you.
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KCC call for Digital Champion volunteers
(Extract from KCC Press Release issued on 6 June)

Being able to use a computer, a smart phone and the internet has become
key for accessing services and staying connected. But not everyone can get online
or knows how to use the web so Kent County Council (KCC) is looking to expand its
network of Digital Champions to help charge up the cyber skills of our communities.
To volunteer to be a Digital Champion you don’t have to be a technical
genius, but you do need to be patient, understanding and a strong communicator.
You must be over 18 years old and willing to support someone with their online
skills and confidence so they can:
•
Set up an email account and send emails
•
Use online GP booking services
•
Discover the benefits of online shopping and banking
•
Use social tools and apps like Zoom and Microsoft Teams, and
•
Use a phone, tablet, laptop or other digital device.
There is no strict commitment and champions can support family, friends, colleagues
and the wider community in any of the following:
•
one-to-one sessions
•
group training and presentations, or
•
by creating handy guides and other useful materials for the Digital Kent
website.
In parallel, volunteers are supported to develop their own CPD-certified training
skills and knowledge.
If you feel you have the skills to help someone in Kent get to grips with digital,
please do apply. Visit the Digital Kent website to find out more and register your
interest at https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/volunteering/digitalchampion-network-volunteers

Scheme calls time on alcohol fuelled offending
(Extract from TMBC Press Release issued on 24 May)

A pub scheme to reduce alcohol related crime has launched in
Tonbridge and West Malling. The Best Bar None accreditation programme aims
to improve standards in the night-time economy by strengthening relationships
between landlords, the police and local councils.
The first phase of the initiative launched in Tonbridge
and West Malling on 24 May. If successful, the
Tonbridge and Malling Community Safety Partnership
will support the roll out to all parts of the borough.
The aims of the Home Office-backed scheme are to:
• Reduce alcohol related crime and disorder,
• Build positive relationships between licensees, the police and local authorities,
• Improve the knowledge of bar staff to help them manage licensed premises,
• Set minimum standards and champion improvements,
• Share good practices,
• Highlight how operating responsibly can improve profitability .
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SMALL NOTICES
Guitar Tuition
in Borough Green
Friendly, professional tutor,
established 15 years, good rates,
lectric and acoustic styles.
Lessons available weekdays and evenings.

Call Adrian now on 01732 883041.

Slimming World
Clock Kent
Clock & Watch repairs,
Group on
restoration & servicing
Wednesdays
Collection
& delivery available.
9.30am and 7pm
Based in Borough Green
at Borough Green Village Hall. Call Paul on 01732 884363 / 07831 884789
Or email: paul@clockkent.com
www.clockkent.com

Phone Anita on 07725 484 361

Hi Kent runs free hearing aid aftercare
clinics in towns, villages and communities
throughout Kent.
The next clinic is at Borough Green Library on Friday 22 July from 2.00 - 3.30.
Our clinics are run by our trained volunteers and they will be able to change
batteries, clean and re-tube hearing aids free of charge, while you wait.

Hall bookings

Defibrillator Locations
a) 24 hours a day

The Village Hall
Potters Mede
The Recreation Ground
The Fire Station

Parish Hall - Quarry Hill
Jenny Cant 01732 883405
Village Hall - Jackie Taylor
01732 882880
Potters Mede Bernard Galopin
07568 536 405

b) When premises are open

The Medical Centre
BG Primary School
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SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET
Shipbourne Farmers’ Market is a subset of St Giles’ PCC and any profits
are donated to Agricultural charities
(Local produce made/grown by Local producers)

The Jubilee Bank holiday on 2 June broke all records at the market. We had
315 visitors (vs an average of 140 to-date). 67% of you opened the newsletter
(vs 50%) !! (if you would like to receive our weekly newsletter please go to our
web site www.shipbournefm.co.uk and click on ‘Reminders’).
July really is the month to pay a visit to the Market. Not only is it full of locally
grown fruit, vegetables and other produce at their peak but where else can you
shop with views overlooking the Greensand Ridge on one side and the Common
on the other.

Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers

You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try out a couple of
walks with us, to help you decide if you’d like to join. Advance
booking is not required; you can just turn up on the day. If you are
new to our walks, it’s a good idea to contact the walk leader
beforehand to check that their walk will suit you. Always check our
website for latest details, including any late changes due to
weather or other conditions.
www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk
or email info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.
Dates in July

Route

Distance
in miles

Hawkhurst Hike: a circular walk including fields, woodland,
Sunday 10th orchards and farms, with stiles and hills but very little road
walking. Moderate difficulty.

5.5

Circular walk from Ightham Mote to Godden Green through
Wednesday grassland, woods and lavender fields. Some steep climbs up
13th
and down; walking poles would be handy. Moderate difficulty.

5.6

A circular walk from Shoreham up the side of the Darent Valley
Sunday 17th for good views and along to Lullingstone, returning along the
river bank. Moderate difficulty.
A short early evening walk from Wrotham up the Downs to build
Wednesday an appetite for a fish supper at the Rose and Crown. Moderate
20th
difficulty.
Circular walk from Shipbourne via Ightham Mote and Dunks
Sunday 24th Green. Moderate difficulty.
A leisurely to moderate walk in the High Weald, from Rolvenden
Sunday 31st to Benenden and along the High Weald Landscape Trail.
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7
3.5

4.6
7

PLD GENERAL BUILDER
PETER 07769 736646
Borough Green 01732 382530 (answer machine)
Extensions
Refurbishments
Brickwork
Driveways
Fascia & Soffits
GRP Flat Roofing

Conversions
Plastering
Patios
Kitchens / Bathrooms
Fencing
Painting & Decorating

AND ALL GENERAL BUILDING

Parish Hall, Quarry Hill Road, Borough Green
Contact Nicky on 07858 188867
brightstartbg@hotmail.co.uk

BRIGHT START PRE-SCHOOL
OPEN EVERY DAY DURING TERM TIME
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 09.00 – 15.00
BREAKFAST CLUB AVAILABLE EVERY DAY UPON REQUEST
‘WALKING BUS’ TO AND FROM BOROUGH GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL
MOTHER AND CHILD DROP-IN EVERY FRIDAY FROM 9.00 – 10.30
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Are you looking for activities
designed to accommodate aches
and pains that come with getting
older?

Why not try Keep Phytt!
Physiotherapy led exercise
classes
Monday 10am, Tuesday 9.30am and
10.45am at Potters Mede
Thursday 11am Chalkbox gym
or
Walking Netball

Our fee is only 1% + VAT

Call Carole your local experienced
physiotherapist for more info

01732 780909
Stay Active - Enjoy Life!

Local Studio Space to Rent

ESTATE AGENTS
LETTINGS
SURVEYORS
LAND & NEW HOMES

Honest, professional advice from your
local independent estate agents
51 Western Road, Borough Green,
Kent TN15 8AN
Sales: 01732 885585
Lettings 01732 886663
www.kings-estate-agents.co.uk
boroughgreen@kings-estate-agents.co.uk

Room rental is available within our
therapy centre, 49 Sq. M.
Saturdays and Sundays
Ideal for small group sessions or
workshops
2 Minutes walk from Borough Green Train
Station
Free on-site Parking
Waiting room, shared toilet and kitchen
available
Air conditioning and heating fitted

Please contact us for more information:
phtc1@outlook.com
Positive Health Therapy Centre, Unit 1,
Bourne Enterprise Centre, Borough
Green, Kent, TN15 8DG
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