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A COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FOR THE VILLAGE OF BOROUGH GREEN
SPONSORED AND PRODUCED BY THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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PEEK LANDSCAPING
Driveways, Paths, Patios, Walling, Drainage, Fencing/gates,
Turfing, Planting, Garden Clearance.
All work carried out to the highest standard, customer references available on request.
Fully Insured.
For free advice and quotations, contact Brooke Peek on:M: 07494538522, E:brooke_peek@hotmail.co.uk

BOROUGH GREEN
OPTICIANS
EST 1972
OPTOMETRISTS AND
CONTACT LENS CONSULTANTS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
9.00 - 5.30
Wednesday Closed
Saturday
9.00 - 1.00
•
Full eye examination
•
Cataract referrals
•
Glaucoma check
•
Free trial on most types of
contact lenses
25, High Street
Borough Green
Kent
01732 884558
Email bgopticians@outlook.com
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Editorial from the Church of the Good Shepherd
September 2022

Oops…
Last month I wrote about Dr Who and mentioned the Doctor’s
assistant, Clara. I said that Clara was played by Jenna Collins. However,
Clara was played by Jenna Coleman. I got it wrong. I was in error. I made
a mistake.
People, individuals, communities, congregations, institutions,
governments get things wrong; we sometimes miss the mark. The Greek
word in the Bible translated as ‘sin’ means ‘to miss the mark’ – it’s not simply
about breaking the rules but missing the mark of the person God created us
to be.
In most church services there is often a time of confession. This can be
used in different ways.
Some might ‘list’ the mistakes they’ve made. It can be useful to know
what has been forgiven. When we seek to try and forgive others,
recognising how much has been forgiven us is a great help. Though some
might struggle to know what, if anything, to put on their ‘list’, it can be a
useful exercise of self-examination. Look at the parable of the unforgiving
servant (Matthew 18:21-35) to see what happens when we don’t recognise
how much we’ve been forgiven.
Others might use the confession to see their need for God. We mess
things up, so we can’t do it on our own. It is only when we rely on God that
we can hope to get things right. As the Lord’s prayer reminds us, we need
God even for something as simple as our daily bread.
This time can also be used to allow God to define who we are. The
world so often defines us by our actions, both good and bad, real and
imagined, and we carry around with us the identities placed upon us. When
we come before God in confession we allow these identities to be stripped
away and see ourselves as God sees us, beloved daughters and sons.
Remember how the Prodigal Son thought he was only good enough to be a
servant, but the Father welcomed him home (Luke 15:11-32).
In many churches, confession is done by all the people together. In
doing so we recognise that we are all made in God’s image and we all
find our identity in God.
Society seems to hate the idea of admitting mistakes. Instead, we
redefine things, change the rules, make excuses, lay the blame elsewhere or
try and bluster through. Perhaps we might all benefit if we were more
prepared to say ‘Oops, sorry, I got that wrong’.
God bless
Revd. Chris
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If September brings some kind of new beginning for your family, such as a child
starting nursery, school or moving up a class or even leaving for university, it can
be helpful to know that God is always with us wherever we go.
The start of a new term is an opportunity to ask for God’s blessing on the places
we will go and the people we will meet. Here’s a simple way to do this:
•
Look in your child’s school bag. Often there is a name tag built in. You can
usually take the paper slip out of the tag.
•
Write on the back of the paper slip a simple prayer for your child, for
example, ‘Dear God, please bless (child’s name) at (nursery/school) this
year’, or similar words.
•
Replace the card in its holder, and nobody will know the prayer is there
except you, your child and God.
•
If the bag doesn’t already have a tag, you can use a keyring (one of those
with a plastic frame and a paper insert) and attach it to the zip.
Parents: if you take a bag or briefcase to work (or even if you just have a
handbag or sports bag) why not make yourself a blessing label too?

Games, Tea & Chat
On alternate Mondays (for dates see diary section) at
2 - 4pm in the annexe to the Church of the Good Shepherd.
Come and enjoy board games, tea and a chat. No booking
required but for further details contact Elaine Almond on
886440 or etalmond@aol.com

Coffee at COGS
Come and join us on Saturday 10 September 10 -12 in
Church. There will be the normal raffle, cakes and crafts
stalls as well as bric’a’brac.
Table Top Sale
Looking ahead there will be a Table Top Sale/Coffee Morning on
Saturday 12 November. If you would like to book a table - cost £10 please contact me.
Pam on 886150
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The Church of the Good Shepherd
Quarry Hill Road, Borough Green TN15 8RF

Saturday 8 October
7.30-10 pm

Licensed Bar

Pre-booked Tickets £12.00
Jan and Linda 01732 885048
jan.bryce1954@gmail.com

The Church of the Good Shepherd
COGS website www.cogsonline.co.uk
Facebook - COGSBG
Email - vicar.cogs@gmail.com
01732 882447
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J&F
ACCOUNTANCY LTD

Chartered Accountants

VEHICLE SERVICING
AND REPAIRS

Self Assessment Tax Returns
Self-Employed Accounts
Payroll & CIS

London House Works,
Station Road,
Borough Green

Tel: 01732 885444

www.gsmechengineers.co.uk

1 Station Court, Station Approach
Borough Green, Kent TN15 8AD
Email: info@jandfaccountancy.co.uk
Web: www.jandfaccountancy.co.uk

email:
info@gsmechengineers.co.uk

Limited Company Accounts

Tel: 01732 885314

Karl Burrluck
Plumbing and Heating

All DIY work for reasonable rates
Painting and Decorating,
Kitchen Fitting,
Decking, Fencing,
Sheds and all Carpentry work,
Flat pack assembly,
Jet Washing.
General property maintenance
No job too small

01732 886984
07886 783 170

John Ballantyne
Home: 01732 884387
Mobile: 07890 034846

52 Western Road
Borough Green,
Sevenoaks
TN15 8AQ
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Notes from Borough Green Parish Council

The Parish Council met at 7.30pm Monday 8th August 2022.
Matters discussed and reports received included:

ESTABLISHED
APRIL1934

•

You will all have heard that Alec Broad has passed away. Commemorative
plaques will be installed around the village. Residents are invited to the Baptist
Church at 2.30 on 30th August for a Memorial Service after a private family
cremation.

•

MP Tom Tugendhat has spoken very strongly in support of J5 Slips on the M25 at
Sevenoaks, that would take through traffic out of the villages and onto the M26
motorway network. He urges us to complete the TfSE Survey at Transport for the
South East - Strategic Investment Plan Consultation | Transport for the South East
(engagementhq.com) or write to TfSE - SIP Consultation County Hall, St. Anne's
Crescent, Lewes, BN7 1UE by the deadline of 12 September.

•

The Library flagpole has been replaced with a smart new pole at the entrance to
the village hall and is currently flying one of our new "Borough Green" village
flags. It will shortly be joined by a new planter & Cllr Sue Butterfill's new village
sign as focal point and an expression of our pride in our village.

•

We have to announce the sad news that Potters Football Club is being wound up,
and we thank Henry Willard for his years of dedication as the founder and
manager. We have had interest in taking the pitch over from some adult clubs, but
have decided to allow the expansion of BG Junior Football Club, which not only
manages over 250 young people but is now actively promoting the game for
women and girls.

•

Cllr Rayner (KCC) reported again on the loss of the local bus services, and outlined
the various actions he, the parishes and TMBC will be taking to get this crazy
policy reversed.

•

It is the BGPC's strategy to mow our wild land annually in the Autumn and to leave
it uncut for the rest of the year. This allows a steady increase in wild flowers, both
planted and naturally occurring, and promotes insect and other wildlife. We have
set up a "Green Spaces" group to review the way we manage these wild spaces
to ensure we strike the right balance between public access and promoting wildlife.

•

There have been many grumbles about the lack of signage to the Medical Centre
with visitors endlessly asking for directions, so the Council has just installed a new
set of signs on Quarry Hill and Darkhill Rd.

•

After months waiting, our new electric Vauxhall Vivaro van has arrived, and you
will see (but not hear) it around the village and public spaces.

•

The Clerk announced we have just received a 99% score on our Annual
Governance and Accountability (AGAR) External Audit. Our only black mark was
that we did not use the precise wording in last year's minutes reporting last year's
100% AGAR result.
(Continued on page 9)
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A PALMER COMPLETE
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
01732 886 939 07774 201 154
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK
LARGE OR SMALL

FULL REWIRES, PARTIAL
REWIRES, FUSEBOARDS,
TEST CERTIFICATES,
SOCKETS, LIGHTING.
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
LOCAL AUTHORITY
RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE.
Extensions - Loft conversions
Internal & External Alterations
Full Planning &
Structural Engineers Service
References Always Available
www.honeycombconstruction.co.uk

(01732) 883443
07989 509 630
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•

We are trying to persuade H+H Celcon to talk with us about managing the ever
increasing problems of noise and speed of their HGVs, dust, steam and light
pollution from the factory. A decade ago H+H Celcon was the best operator in
the area, but have become amongst the worst. It is clear that the health of
residents is suffering, and we have been unable to get the enforcement authorities
to take any action to remedy the problems.

•

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 5th
September 2022, at BG Village Hall, The agenda will include a period for public
contributions and questions.

Meet your Council
Contact the Chairman mike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk 01732 882880
Contact the Clerk clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk 07568 536405
Full minutes are posted at www.boroughgreen.gov.uk

Advertising

Any commercial bodies or people offering services who wish to advertise should
contact Chris Atkins email chris.atkins1952@gmail.com or phone 01732 366615
about rates and availability of spaces.
If you have something you want to sell, a caravan or cottage you want to let for
holidays etc then contact Margaret Jeffery. The cost of such personal notices are
just £2 per issue.
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for wrong information received, or
mistakes that occur in publication. The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility
for any delay in distribution. Publication of advertisements does not imply any
form of recommendation. All articles in this magazine are covered by copyright
and permission must be obtained before reproducing them in any format.
The magazine is also available to read on the COGS, BG Community and Parish
Council websites, the COGS Facebook page and the Borough Green Pinboard.

Articles for the next magazine

The Voice is your community magazine and it relies on the people of Borough
Green to make it as interesting as possible. Organisations, clubs and individuals
are welcome to submit articles on their activities and subjects likely to be of
interest to the village.
The deadline for articles for the next magazine will be Tuesday 13 September
and these should be sent to the address below. The next magazine will cover
October so if you have any events planned for that month and you would like
them to appear in the diary section please send to :m-jeffery@talktalk.net
Margaret Jeffery
01732 883978
7 Lendon Road
Borough Green
TN15 8SE
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WICKS GAS
GAS SAFE REGISTERED 212643
Heating & Gas Engineer
SERVICE & REPAIR of DOMESTIC
GAS APPLIANCES
CENTRAL HEATING
HEATING CONTROLS
FIRES
COOKERS / HOBS
WARM AIR UNITS
UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS
(G3 qualified)
OVER 40 YEARS OF GAS EXPERIENCE
Based in Borough Green
01732 883544 / 07748 780811
Email: wicksgas@btinternet.com
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In addition to other day time drop-in surgeries around the borough, a
borough-wide online Neighbourhood Engagement meeting will be held on
Wednesday 28 September from 7pm until 8pm as it is appreciated that
not everyone can attend during the day. Anyone who is interested in
participating in this session should contact csp@tmbc.gov.uk to book a
place and the link for the meeting (via MS Teams) will be sent to them.
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Borough Green Road, Ightham, TN15 9JA
01732 884726

Sevenoaks Road, Ightham,
TN15 9AD

For All Auto Queries

Visit us for perennials, herbs and roses
Shrubs, fruit trees, soft fruit and seeds

01732 780591

Compost, pots, fertilisers, logs and charcoal

All makes and models
MoTs
Free courtesy car
Free local collection and delivery

Local farm produce, strawberries, raspberries,
plums and apples
Simply Ice Cream and Lollies, cheeses and
cakes
Treat yourself to a
now available in farm shop

07747535657

coffee

Brakes
Repairs

We now stock
frozen meals

Servicing
No. Plates

All mechanical and diagnostic
work carried out by
qualified automobile engineers

Open every day: 9am-5pm
sales@greenacresgardencentre.co.uk
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Borough Green Medical Practice
www.boroughgreenmedicalpractice.co.uk

We are planning a flu clinic on Saturday 22 October from 8am - midday
for patients between 50 and 64 years of age. We will be advertising this
one rather than contacting individual patients. This is dependent on the
vaccines arriving on schedule – we will inform patients if we do have to
make any changes. At this time we do not have details of the Covid
booster vaccine delivery schedules so we may need to add another clinic/
make changes when we have more information.
We will be holding a flu clinic for our 65+ patients and some vulnerable
groups on Saturday 8 October from 8am to midday. The identified
patients will be directly invited by the Practice.
We have welcomed a new Partner to the Practice in August. Dr Patel is a
welcome addition to the existing Partnership. We will be moving patients
across to his list from current Doctors according to agreed principles here.
We hope you will make him really welcome.
The long-serving Practice Manager Mrs Sue Howe retired in June and is
succeeded by Mrs Rachel Hyden.

Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council - Updates
Local Plan
It was confirmed at the meeting of the full Council on 12 July that the
Regulation 18 consultation about the Local Plan would take place during
the summer months. (Editor’s note: the Council’s website indicates that the
consultation will run from August to October but nothing had emerged by the
time this edition of the magazine went to print.)

Saturday Freighter Service
A report was considered at the meeting of the Communities and
Environment Scrutiny Select Committee on 20 July. The Committee’s
recommendations were that the Cabinet be asked :(1) to remove the Saturday Freighter Service; and
(2) to consider a sliding scale of charges for the bookable
Household Bulky Waste Collection service to include two free collections
per annum for residents on benefits.
Further information is available on the Council’s website via the Browse
Meetings 2022 page.
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
FUNERALS
Judy Dadswell
Mary Petty

We offer our condolences to all those recently bereaved.

ALEC "CHUFFER" BROAD

1952 - 2022

A much loved and respected local character who was well
known around the village and spoke to everyone. Many local
children are convinced he is Father Christmas, and his jovial
approach to them did nothing to dispel the myth.
He dedicated much of his life to village sport and, as a football referee and
cricket umpire, his patience, professionalism and friendship inspired generations
of young people. What is less well known are his many awards for services to
sport. His referee cards got him through the gates as a "guest" at many more
events than he was ever invited to.
Like the historic lucky chimney sweep who turned up at every
wedding, Alec was our own lucky penny, guaranteed to attend
every village event bringing both joy and support as required.
And always happy to pass the time of day with anyone,
anywhere, free with his time and his ready smile.
Mike Taylor
All Alec's friends are invited to a Memorial Service at 2.30 for 2.45 on Tuesday
30 August at Borough Green Baptist Church, with refreshments afterwards at the
Black Horse.
RITA ASHMORE
Shirley Webb and Roger Burrluck are sad to inform friends that their dear friend
Rita Ashmore (née Lockyer) recently passed away and her funeral was held at
Eastbourne Crematorium on 5 August. Rita was born at Ightham next to the old
Burton Button Factory and the two families grew up there from childhood,
attending local schools. Rita moved away after her marriage at Ightham Church
as her husband was stationed at various locations because of his long service in
the Police Force but the family links remained strong over the years. She will be
sadly missed.
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Events in the Village for
the month of September
30 August - BGBC - Memorial Service for Alec Broad - 2.30 for 2.45
1
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
Julian Meeting - 8.15 - 07719 908 267 for details
2
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
4
COGS - Holy Communion said - 8.00
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
Bash the Trash - BGVH - 11.00 to 12.00
5
Toddler Time - COGS Annexe - 10.15 to 12.00
Games, Tea and Chat - COGS Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00
BG Parish Council - BGVH - 7.30
6
Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
7
Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15
8
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
BORODARA - BGVH - 2.00
9
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
Friday 2 Book Club - BG Library - 2.00
Wrotham Historical Society - 8.00 - Wrotham Village Hall
10
Coffee at COGS - 10.00 to 12.00
COGS Ride and Stride - 10.00 to 6.00
Wrotham Music Festival - see page 19
11
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion and Children’s Church - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
13
Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45
Community Surgery - 10.00 to 12.00 - see page 11
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
14
BGBC - Women’s Fellowship - 2.00 - Searchword Peace
15
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
16
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
18
COGS - Breakfast Church - 9.00
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion - 10.30
BGBC - Service - 10.30
19
Toddler Time - COGS Annexe - 10.15 to 12.00
Games, Tea and Chat - COGS Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00
20
Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
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21
22
23
24
25

26
27
28
29
30

Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15
COGS - Film Afternoon - 2.00
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Macmillan Coffee Morning - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
Meadowfest BG Primary School - 12.00 to 9.00 - see page 19
COGS - Harvest Supper Quiz Night - 7.00 - Annexe
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion and Children’s Church - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
COGS - Macmillan Coffee Morning - 10.00 to 12.00
Messy Play - BGVH - 9.45 to 10.45
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
Ightham and District Gardeners Club Show - Ightham Village Hall
BGBC - Women’s Fellowship - 2.00 - Talk and presentation on the work of
Tools with a Mission
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00
Abbreviations
COGS Church of the Good Shepherd
SJCC St Joseph’s Catholic Church

BGBC Borough Green Baptist Church
BGVH Borough Green Village Hall

Wrotham Historical Society

IGHTHAM & DISTRICT
GARDENERS CLUB

AUTUMN EVE SHOW
FLOWER, FRUIT & VEGETABLES

Ightham Village Hall
TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER

Friday 9 September

Staging for Exhibitors from 6.00 to 7.00pm

Crusades and Templars
a talk by Geoff Doel

Judging at 7.00pm
Doors open for viewing at 8.15pm
(ALL CLASSES OPEN to NON MEMBERS)

8.00pm Wrotham Village Hall
All visitors welcome - £3

************************
For information contact
Phil Barlass - 01732 883505
Dee Samways – 0779 900 2129

www.wrothamhistorical.org.uk
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Ride and stride for Kent Churches
The Friends of Kent Churches
Saturday 10 September 10am - 6pm
Help to raise funds for Kent churches in need of help with maintenance
costs, whilst keeping fit and enjoying the local countryside!
All cyclists and walkers welcome.
Sponsorship forms available from:
www.kentrideandstride.co.uk or
Church of the Good Shepherd, Borough Green,
or Julie Sweeting 01732 885437.

Cinema

Church of the Good Shepherd

“Cinema” will be starting up again on
Wednesday 21 September, 2pm in the
Church. We will be showing “The
Hundred Foot Journey” starring Helen
Mirren - a feel good and uplifting
comedy.
Entrance is free and refreshments will
be available.
BG Library Thursday 22 September
10.15 - 12.15 Come along for a chat,
refreshments, cake and a raffle.
COGS Monday 26 September
10.00 - 12.00 Donations of cakes will be most
welcome. Pam on 886150.
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Family Music Festival - Borough Green
A family music festival held at Borough Green Primary School Meadow on
Saturday 24 September from 12pm to 9pm.
The festival will have a main stage and a dance tent as well as a kids area and
street food/market area. There will be bands and artists playing a mixed genre
of music and covers throughout the day and a couple of DJs to dance the night
away to. The kids area will have a great mix of activities to join in with as well
as a bubble party, foam party, silent disco and cinema.

Tickets are available from
www.eventbrite.com/e/meadowfest-tickets-391974374907

We are excited to announce that
Sevenoak's very own Dan Clews will
perform his Edinburgh Fringe
performance of the Paul Simon Story.
5-7pm 10 September in the garden of West House
For details and to book tickets visit
www.wrothammusicfestival.com

Air Ambulance Charity

Join us for a fun day out at Heli Hike; our new walk
to help raise money for your local Air Ambulance
Charity at The Friars, Aylesford on Saturday 24
September (9am start).
Heli Hike is our exciting new event, suitable for all
ages and abilities. There’s a choice of two routes
(7.5 miles or three miles), each starting and finishing
at the historic Friars in Aylesford, where afterwards
you’ll be able to enjoy live music, refreshments and child-friendly activities as
well as a chance to meet our crew. Get involved with friends, family, colleagues
and even your dog – sign up today at https://register.enthuse.com/ps/event/
HeliHike.
We are an independent charity, and we rely on the dedication, support, and
donations from our communities to keep our crew in the air. We are asking you to
join us for a fun-filled day, so that if someone you know needs us, we can be by
their side, fighting to save their life, within 30 minutes.
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G R SERVICING LTD
Now at Unit 16
Orchard Place Business Centre
Seven Mile Lane
Wrotham Heath

Servicing and repairing your
vehicles.
MOTs can also be arranged.
PLEASE CALL
01732 882725 as before.
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CONGRATULATIONS
For information on Borough Green Ladies (for age 16 and over) see
www.facebook.com/BoroughGreenLadiesFC. The recently published
fixtures list has home games at Potters Mede on 4, 11 and 25
September.
Borough Green Junior Football Club is to have more use of Potters
Mede following Potters FC folding. It will be interesting to hear what
steps the club will be taking to further promote girls’ football.
Sad to report that, after 15 years, Potters FC have folded mainly as a
result of a number of players and some of the management team
leaving too close to the start of the season for replacements to be
found. A full statement by Henry Willard (Chairman and club founder)
can be found at www.facebook.com/pottersfc

Church of the Good Shepherd Foodbank
Thanks to your continuing generosity we have
been able to support many local families in need.

Donations of non-perishable goods may be left
at the Church of the Good Shepherd at any time during the day (the
Church is usually open 10am - 5pm each day).
Thank you
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WROTHAM COMPUTER
CARE
Computer help
at your Home or Office
PCs and Apple Macs
Painter and Decorator

We are a local company providing
an affordable service to local families,
professionals, businesses and schools.

33 years experience
Interior & Exterior

For more details please contact us:

Free Estimates

01732 780176 or 07795 552440

Friendly and reliable

mwhite@wrothamcomputercare.com

Call Steve 07811 360269
www.jarvisdecorating.co.uk

www.wrothamcomputercare.com

“Help at an emotional time”
Borough Green,
Wrotham, St Mary’s Platt, Ightham
& surrounding villages

01732 780600

43 Western Road, TN15 8AL
boroughgreen@welhamjones.co.uk
 Traditional & Contemporary funerals
 Eco-friendly funerals & woodland burials
 Private chapel of rest Home arrangements
 Memorials & keepsakes

Sevenoaks
based

www.welhamjones.co.uk
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Director of Music and Organist at St Mary’s Platt Church

A part-time post, preferably for one, possibly for two, that involves leading a
committed, SATB, robed choir which is willing to learn and extend its repertoire.
The organ, dating from 1878 and one of the finest village church pipe organs in
Kent, has recently been refurbished and includes a Trompette en Chamade.
St Mary the Virgin Platt is a very active church in which community engagement
and music are both important elements. We are seeking to continue to develop
our ministry and mission through music and are open to the successful applicant(s)
bringing new ideas as well as supporting our current pattern.
Remuneration in line with RSCM rates depending on qualifications and
experience. Appointments will be subject to an enhanced DBS check.
For further information and an application form please email
reverend.lorraineturner@gmail.com
Closing date: 30/9/22

HARVEST SUPPER AND
BARN DANCE

on
Saturday 1 October
Time : 7.30pm start

Saturday 15 October
7.30pm
Platt Memorial Hall
Good fun for all ages from 5 to 95!

Dancing to A2 Barn Dance Band with
a caller to help you learn the dances
Hot Buffet Supper
More information about tickets next
month

Julian Meetings in Borough Green

Julian Meetings, sharing in contemplative prayer in the
Christian tradition, are held in Borough Green on the first
Thursday evening of each month. Anyone interested in
Christian spirituality of any or no church denomination is
welcome. New enquirers welcome.
For further details ring or text 07719 908267.
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GF Harris
Garden Maintenance

Ginette’s Nails

Small local company (based in Platt)
offering a reliable, friendly and
professional Garden Maintenance
service including one off, weekly,
fortnightly or ongoing visits.

56 High Street, Borough Green
01732 780044

& BEAUTY RETREAT

We specialise in a range of
beauty products including
Jessica Natural Nail Care
Lash perfect lashes
Lash Lift
Fake Bake Spray Tan
Hot Stone Massage
Spa Find mineralizing facials
Gelish Nails and Toenails
Minx Toe Nails
Waxing
And much, much more.

Services include: Lawn Mowing,
Hedge Cutting, Planting, Pruning,
Leaf Clearance and much more!
Free Estimates – Fully Insured
Contact Grant – 07532340210
Email – gfharrisgardening@gmail.com

Go on treat yourself
www.ginettesnailsandbeauty.com

Aaron Penna Victoria Penna
Chartered Physiotherapists
Now Providing
Physiotherapy at home
Have you recently been discharged
from hospital and want to get back
to your best?
Long Covid?

Slips, trips and falls?

Call today for an appointment
or email for further information
01732 823189
aaron@pwphysio.com
www.pwphysio.com
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Tom Tugendhat MP’s Column
I hope that you had a wonderful summer and that were able to enjoy
the weather, although I can imagine it was too hot for many, it was hotter
than I would have liked! August, for many of us, is a chance to reset. A
chance to relax and spend some much-needed time with the family.
I have managed to spend some time reflecting on my own campaign
to become leader of the Conservative Party, and Prime Minister. The one
aspect that I will never forget is the support that so many of you showed me
throughout. It helped me more than you could imagine and gave me the
strength to keep going through what were very tough, busy days. I received
countless messages of support from friends, neighbours, parish councils and
local councillors, all from our community, and I want to say thank you to
everybody. I am proud of the campaign we ran.
Now I hope that whoever wins, they put start with tackling the issues
that are affecting us all, the cost of energy and the rising prices we’re all
feeling. There are so many other areas the new Prime Minister must focus on
including ensuring our NHS is able to deliver for all of us.
I am looking forward the return of Parliament and getting back to
what I do best, and that’s standing up for you, and making your voice
heard on a national level.
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk

Are you struggling financially and looking for support? KentTogether is
here to help you to find the support that’s right for you.
Visit https://kent.gov.uk/kenttogether or call on 03000 41 92 92 to find
your way through to the advice and support available.
The Kent Together helpline cannot provide you with any financial advice,
but we can help direct you to a service that can help.
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BOROUGH GREEN LIBRARY

The library is open – with a wide range of services, from free access to
books, computers, WiFi and information on the hire of music, audio books
and films.
Opening hours are
10 - 1 and 2 - 5 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
and 9 - 1 on Saturday.
EVENTS
Ancestry - Monday 10.15 - 12.15 need to book an appointment
Scrabble - Tuesday 2.15 - 4.15
Coffee & Chat - Thursday 10.15 - 12.15
Macmillan Coffee Morning Thursday 22 Sept. 10.15-12.15
come along for a chat, refreshments, cake and a raffle
Baby Bounce & Rhyme Time - Friday 10.15 - 10.45
Friday 2 Book Club (second Friday of each month) 2.00
NUMBERS AT SOME EVENTS ARE LOW
SO MORE PEOPLE WOULD BE VERY WELCOME
For more advice please call the library on 03000 413 131 or email
boroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.uk where staff will be able to help.
We look forward to seeing you.
Our annual charity ‘Moonlit Walk’ brings
family and friends together for a fun,
unique and truly unforgettable
experience. It will be held on Saturday 1
October and will take walkers on an 8-mile circular walk
which features a magical walk through a lantern lit field.
From 6:00pm everyone can enjoy the pre-event entertainment and activities at
the Hospice including music, face painting, and take part in some fun warm-up
exercises to get everyone limbered up and ready to go when the walk starts at
7:00pm. The circular route will pass through Aylesford, Larkfield and Leybourne
before stopping at the refreshment station in West Malling.
Everyone who signs up will receive a special edition Moonlit Walk 2022 t-shirt
and, after completing the walk, a special edition Moonlit Walk 2022 medal.
All ages are welcome to take part, whether you have a link with the Hospice or
not. There will also be an opportunity to leave a message of remembrance for
loved ones at the Hospice memory wall, or online on our virtual wall.
Early bird tickets will be available when booked before 3 September:
Adult over 16 - £19 Children under 16* - £9 Groups of 8 - £133
*please note all children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult
Book now: www.hokh.org/support-us/events/moonlit-walk-2022/
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Get involved in the KCC budget consultation
(Extracts from Press Release issued on 19 July.)

KCC has launched a consultation asking residents for their views on
proposals to increase Council Tax to help fund vital services and their ideas for
making further savings.
The setting of the annual KCC budget is a complex and challenging process
involving not just detailed financial analysis, but crucially conversations with Kent’s
communities. In the absence of any additional funding from central government,
KCC is considering an increase in next year’s Council Tax up to 3% and a
reduction in spending on council services.
Peter Oakford, Cabinet Member for Finance, Corporate and Traded
Services, said: “It’s an incredibly difficult time for all of Kent’s residents and KCC
faces exactly the same amount of pressure. We see inflation and the cost of living
rising and the fuel price increasing, higher than they have ever been. All of this
impacts on KCC’s budget just as much as it does our own personal expenditure.
KCC has faced huge challenges in recent years and has already had to make
over £810 million pounds worth of savings since 2010. We already know the
government doesn’t intend to provide any additional funding to us next year, so
we have to make do with the money we’ve got. The only area where we can
increase our funding is through Council Tax which of course isn’t something we
want to do but during the current situation we could be forced to do it.”
He added: “We need to know from our residents their views
on increasing Council Tax to partly help meet rising costs and
demand for our services. Even with an increase in Council Tax, some
new savings and additional income would still be needed to balance
our budget. We therefore also want to hear their ideas for where
they think that perhaps we could make some further savings and
where those savings would have the lowest impact to our
communities.”
How do people get involved? The consultation runs until 5 September 2022. To
take part, please visit: www.kent.gov.uk/budget.
This year there are two ways people can get involved and express their views:
•
Answer a few quick questions about Council Tax and if they have time
some optional questions to help us better understand their views.
•
Tell us their ideas for how we might make further savings.

If people are unable to take part online, hard copies of the consultation
material can be requested via our Alternative Formats team:
email alternativeformats@kent.gov.uk or call 03000 421 553 (text relay service
number: 18001 03000 421 553). This number goes to an answering machine
which is monitored during office hours. Easy Read and Large Print versions are
available.
Consultation responses will help inform decisions ahead of the publication of
the detailed draft budget proposals in early January 2023 and will then be
considered by Councillors at their Cabinet Committee and Cabinet meetings taking
place throughout January 2023 before the budget proposals are finalised
and considered for approval by County Council in February 2023.
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SMALL NOTICES
Guitar Tuition
in Borough Green
Friendly, professional tutor,
established 15 years, good rates,
lectric and acoustic styles.
Lessons available weekdays and evenings.

Call Adrian now on 01732 883041.

Slimming World
Clock Kent
Clock & Watch repairs,
Group on
restoration & servicing
Wednesdays
Collection
& delivery available.
9.30am and 7pm
Based in Borough Green
at Borough Green Village Hall. Call Paul on 01732 884363 / 07831 884789
Phone Anita on 07725 484 361

Or email: paul@clockkent.com
www.clockkent.com

The next clinic is at Borough Green
Library on Friday 23 September
from 2.00 - 3.30.

Hall bookings

Defibrillator Locations
a) 24 hours a day

The Village Hall
Potters Mede
The Recreation Ground
The Fire Station

Parish Hall - Quarry Hill
Jenny Cant 01732 883405
Village Hall - Jackie Taylor
01732 882880
Potters Mede Bernard Galopin
07568 536 405

b) When premises are open

The Medical Centre
BG Primary School
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SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET
Shipbourne Farmers’ Market is a subset of St Giles’ PCC and any profits
are donated to Agricultural charities
(Local produce made/grown by Local producers)

Farmers’ markets, unlike a normal High Street shop, comprise multiple small businesses
with each one having different aspirations and objectives. They are also run by the
producers themselves so their real skills are in the creating, making, rearing, growing
their produce rather than retail businesses. We, as management, then spend time in
reminding and persuading more of you to visit the market! To this end we recently
completed a shopper survey at the Farmers’ Market, to try and understand what makes
the market tick and, more to the point, where customers feel we could improve. We are
still busy analysing the results but it would seem that almost all of you enjoy your visits
to the market (despite the problems of parking) and still think that Thursday mornings,
although not ideal, fit the bill. However, we will report back with more information!
If you want to purchase something out of the ordinary or larger than normal please
contact the producer directly using information on our website www.shipbournefm.co.uk.

Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers

You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try out a couple of
walks with us, to help you decide if you’d like to join. Advance
booking is not required; you can just turn up on the day. If you are
new to our walks, it’s a good idea to contact the walk leader
beforehand to check that their walk will suit you. Always check our
website for latest details, including any late changes due to weather
or other conditions.
Some of September walks below - more will be added to website.
www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk
or email info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.
Dates in
September
Sunday 4th
Sunday 11th

Route
A leisurely flat walk from Hunton - mostly fields and tracks,
with short sections on roads. Includes rivers, ponds and a
waterwheel, with fine views of the Greensand ridge as well
as many oast houses.
Circular walk from Plaxtol Spout; moderate difficulty.

A walk around Markbeech on the Kent/East Sussex border
Sunday 18th from The Kentish Horse; moderate difficulty.
A leisurely walk from West Farleigh, along and above the
Valley through farmland, orchards and woodland,
Wednesday Medway
with
lovely
views. Although most of this walk is leisurely, there
21st
is a road climb at the start of the walk and a second uphill
section towards the end.
Circular walk from Capel Church past Pembury Old Church
Wednesday and Tudeley Church, through fields, woods and orchards.
28th
Moderate difficulty.
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Distance
in miles
5
5
5

5.3

5.8

PLD GENERAL BUILDER
PETER 07769 736646
Borough Green 01732 382530 (answer machine)
Extensions
Refurbishments
Brickwork
Driveways
Fascia & Soffits
GRP Flat Roofing

Conversions
Plastering
Patios
Kitchens / Bathrooms
Fencing
Painting & Decorating

AND ALL GENERAL BUILDING

Parish Hall, Quarry Hill Road, Borough Green
Contact Nicky on 07858 188867
brightstartbg@hotmail.co.uk

BRIGHT START PRE-SCHOOL
OPEN EVERY DAY DURING TERM TIME
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 09.00 – 15.00
BREAKFAST CLUB AVAILABLE EVERY DAY UPON REQUEST
‘WALKING BUS’ TO AND FROM BOROUGH GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL
MOTHER AND CHILD DROP-IN EVERY FRIDAY FROM 9.00 – 10.30
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Are you looking for activities
designed to accommodate aches
and pains that come with getting
older?

Why not try Keep Phytt!
Physiotherapy led exercise classes
Monday 10am, Tuesday 9.30am and
10.45am at Potters Mede
Thursday 11am Chalkbox gym
or
Walking Netball

Our fee is only 1% + VAT

Call Carole your local experienced
physiotherapist for more info

01732 780909
Stay Active - Enjoy Life!

Local Studio Space to Rent

ESTATE AGENTS
LETTINGS
SURVEYORS
LAND & NEW HOMES

Honest, professional advice from your
local independent estate agents
51 Western Road, Borough Green,
Kent TN15 8AN
Sales: 01732 885585
Lettings 01732 886663
www.kings-estate-agents.co.uk
boroughgreen@kings-estate-agents.co.uk

Room rental is available within our
therapy centre, 49 Sq. M.
Saturdays and Sundays
Ideal for small group sessions or
workshops
2 Minutes walk from Borough Green Train
Station
Free on-site Parking
Waiting room, shared toilet and kitchen
available
Air conditioning and heating fitted

Please contact us for more information:
phtc1@outlook.com
Positive Health Therapy Centre, Unit 1,
Bourne Enterprise Centre, Borough
Green, Kent, TN15 8DG
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