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PEEK LANDSCAPING
Driveways, Paths, Patios, Walling, Drainage, Fencing/gates,
Turfing, Planting, Garden Clearance.
All work carried out to the highest standard, customer references available on request.
Fully Insured.
For free advice and quotations, contact Brooke Peek on:M: 07494538522, E:brooke_peek@hotmail.co.uk

BOROUGH GREEN
OPTICIANS
EST 1972
OPTOMETRISTS AND
CONTACT LENS CONSULTANTS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
9.00 - 5.30
Wednesday Closed
Saturday
9.00 - 1.00
•
Full eye examination
•
Cataract referrals
•
Glaucoma check
•
Free trial on most types of
contact lenses
25, High Street
Borough Green
Kent
01732 884558
Email bgopticians@outlook.com
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Editorial from the Church of the Good Shepherd
May 2022

An odd thing happened during the early hours of 6th February 1952.
A young lady, in her early twenties, suddenly became queen. There was
a moment when she wasn’t queen and then there was a moment when
she was – and she has been now for 70 years.
One thing that is clear about Queen Elizabeth II is that she is the Queen.
I don’t mean that there is any legal ambiguity about her legitimacy. I
mean that it is not an act. It’s not a job, something she does 9-5 or only
when in public. She does what she does, lives how she lives, and engages
with people the way she does because she is the Queen. She, if you like,
does queen, because she is the Queen.

Jesus tells us that in order to be part of his Kingdom we have to be ‘born
from above.’ The person he’s talking to, a pharisee called Nicodemus,
doesn’t understand. How can someone be born a second time? But Jesus
is talking about being transformed, changed by the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit. He wants Nicodemus, and us, to understand that our faith is
not a job we have, a role we fulfil or a hobby that occupies our
Sundays, but who we are.
Being a follower of Christ is not simply a way of life – but who we
become – born, from above, from the Father, transformed and changed.

For some people that change happens quickly, a moment of sudden
revelation and transformation. For others, it’s a slower process as God
strips away our layers, the shields we put up to guard and hide
ourselves. It doesn’t matter how it happens, no two births are the same,
what matters is the resulting new life that's lived.
There are going to be a lot of Platinum Jubilee events and celebrations
and no doubt lots of television programmes and newspaper articles
about the Queen and what she is like. Perhaps in midst of celebrating
her, we might all take a moment to think about who we are, what life do
we live? And, perhaps, we might ask our heavenly Father to transform us
into the people He created us to be.
God bless
Revd. Chris
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Jubilee Songs of Praise
6pm Sunday 5 June
Church of the Good Shepherd,
Quarry Hill Road
In celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee we are having
a songs of praise service (without the TV cameras!).
An opportunity to come along and have a good sing!
If you have a favourite hymn, let us know and we will see
about including it as part of our celebrations.
Revd. Chris 01732 882447
vicar.cogs@gmail.com
Thank you to all those who completed
the Church of the Good Shepherd
community survey.
We will be working on our future plans
over the next few months and your
feedback will help.

Church of the Good Shepherd

Foodbank

Thanks to your continuing generosity we have been able
to support many local families in need.
Donations may be left at the Church of the Good
Shepherd at any time during the day (the Church is
usually open 10am - 5pm each day).
For any enquiries regarding our Foodbank
please contact Nigel Ralph 882408.

The Church of the Good Shepherd
COGS website www.cogsonline.co.uk
Our ‘Church Near You’ page:
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16920/
Facebook - COGSBG
Email - vicar.cogs@gmail.com
01732 882447
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Flower and Art exhibition to celebrate the Queen’s 70th Jubilee:
30 May – 3 June
At the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Quarry Hill TN15 8RF
*****Join us and start planning ******

To book your space
For art work, contact
For flower arranging, contact
Elaine Almond
Carole Simpson
Mobile: 07946 957364
Mobile: 07542 442140
Email: etalmond@aol.com
Email: carole@simpson6.co.uk
We would love you to join us. If you are interested in contributing,
please let us know.
Let’s make this a memorable occasion for Borough Green.
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Flower and Art exhibition 30 May – 3 June

Please return form by email/ box in church to Elaine or Carole
by Friday 13 May latest!
Name:

Address:
Contact phone number:

Email:

Type of work: flowers, painting, needlework, pottery etc
Size in cms - h x w x d: to enable us to plan display
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J&F
ACCOUNTANCY LTD

Chartered Accountants

VEHICLE SERVICING
AND REPAIRS

Self Assessment Tax Returns
Self-Employed Accounts
Payroll & CIS

London House Works,
Station Road,
Borough Green

Tel: 01732 885444

www.gsmechengineers.co.uk

1 Station Court, Station Approach
Borough Green, Kent TN15 8AD
Email: info@jandfaccountancy.co.uk
Web: www.jandfaccountancy.co.uk

email:
info@gsmechengineers.co.uk

Limited Company Accounts

Tel: 01732 885314

Karl Burrluck
Plumbing and Heating

All DIY work for reasonable rates
Painting and Decorating,
Kitchen Fitting,
Decking, Fencing,
Sheds and all Carpentry work,
Flat pack assembly,
Jet Washing.
General property maintenance
No job too small

01732 886984
07886 783 170

John Ballantyne
Home: 01732 884387
Mobile: 07890 034846

52 Western Road
Borough Green,
Sevenoaks
TN15 8AQ
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Notes from Borough Green Parish Council

The Parish Council met at 7.30pm Monday 4th April 2022.
Matters discussed and reports received included:

ESTABLISHED
APRIL1934

•

BGPC can make small emergency grants available to any community group
supporting Ukrainian refugees.

•

MOTO TRUCKSTOP REFUSED by Planners - Whilst many have worked behind
the scenes, the Parish Alliance evidence figured strongly in the damning
officer's report. BGPC is a part of that Alliance and helped fund our own team
of planning experts.

•

KCC Consultation Bus Subsidy Cuts - there is an online survey, but we will be
circulating hard copies through coffee mornings and the lunch club, and urge
everyone to respond.

•

We have appointed a contractor to construct the new Rec perimeter path in the
near future.

•

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Monday 9th May
2022 at BG Village Hall, and will be our Annual Meeting. The agenda will
include a period for public contributions and questions.
Whilst we are not holding regular surgeries in the Parish Office,
residents can make appointments to meet Councillors or the Clerk

Contact the Chairman mike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk 01732 882880
Contact the Clerk clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk 07568 536405
Full minutes are posted at www.boroughgreen.gov.uk

BOROUGH GREEN PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT, 2019, 2020, 2021

ESTABLISHED
APRIL1934

It has been a tumultuous few years. In 2019 our Clerk, Hazel, suffered
serious illness and I owe a debt of gratitude to my Members for helping me to
keep the Parish functioning. After a year's sick leave Hazel decided to retire
having served Borough Green for 37 years. That started recruitment for a
new Clerk and we were fortunate to employ Bernie Galopin who, as well as
being a qualified accountant, has lived in the village for many years and is
heavily involved in community life. He has been responsible for bringing the
Parish into the digital age and applying such strict regulation to our finances
that we are now consistently scoring 100% on our Annual Internal and
External Audits. The easygoing Bernie you see around the village is a
different person to the man who takes on our various contractors and ensures
we get the best value for your money.
(Continued on page 9)
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A PALMER COMPLETE
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
01732 886 939 07774 201 154
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK
LARGE OR SMALL

FULL REWIRES, PARTIAL
REWIRES, FUSEBOARDS,
TEST CERTIFICATES,
SOCKETS, LIGHTING.
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
LOCAL AUTHORITY
RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE.
Extensions - Loft conversions
Internal & External Alterations
Full Planning &
Structural Engineers Service
References Always Available
www.honeycombconstruction.co.uk

(01732) 883443
07989 509 630
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Bernie's start was a true baptism of fire, Covid lockdown arrived and his
first PC meeting was held on Zoom, and it was a long time before he had the
chance to meet some Members in person.
Bernie is also more closely involved with Barry and Rob, our two long
serving groundsmen, and is building a proper team. We are taking on more of
the work that used to go to contractors, and Barry and Rob enjoy a new close
involvement in the decisions that affect their working days.
BGPC has always been a pro-active Council and we have just seen the
culmination of two major projects. The new Rec footpath, soon to be extended to
the whole perimeter and, with the help of the Rec Revamp Group and many local
businesses, the new children's play area, which come rain or shine is always
packed. BG Parish Council is unusual in that we very rarely fall below 11
members; there are always replacements standing in the wings. Whether that is
down to my sunny personality, or people wanting to do their bit and be part of a
go-ahead group, I couldn't comment.
One heartbreaking time during this period was the loss of Sandra Gould,
a long-serving Parish Councillor and the heart and soul behind our Christmas
Lights for over 30 years. She was a personal friend and, when we ran the Youth
Drop-in Centre, she was the first in the queue of volunteers and the last to leave
when it closed 8 years later.
A shadow hanging over us all during this period, and still with us today, is
Tonbridge and Malling BC’s Local Plan and Borough Green Garden City. But
Wrotham, Platt, Ightham, Stansted, Plaxtol, Shipbourne and Borough Green are
members of a loose Parish Alliance, and working together gives us collective
planning and financial muscle that we do not have as individuals. We now have a
loud voice at the table.
Another black note during this time was legal action against the Parish
Council which is still hidden under enforced confidentiality rules. This irks me
because I have always believed in total transparency, but you have my personal
guarantee that once the gag is lifted there will be a full disclosure of this sorry
saga.
The Parish Council has been acquiring land in the village for the benefit of
residents. First buying the Harrison Rd land at auction, then Crowhill Knob and the
Staley's Acre play area. Then a 30 year fight got us Isles Quarry East as a huge
tranquil natural open space and woodland. And last but not least, the public
toilets in the Village Hall car park. The pieces of green land are now protected
from development. It may be that at some time in the future residents want some
of this land for other uses, but the whole point is it will be your decision, not the
Planning Department or rapacious developers.
Mike Taylor (Chairman) May 2022

Borough Green Beacon to be lit at
9.45pm on Thursday 2 June in the
Recreation Ground.
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WICKS GAS
GAS SAFE REGISTERED 212643
Heating & Gas Engineer
SERVICE & REPAIR of DOMESTIC
GAS APPLIANCES
CENTRAL HEATING
HEATING CONTROLS
FIRES
COOKERS / HOBS
WARM AIR UNITS
UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS
(G3 qualified)
OVER 40 YEARS OF GAS EXPERIENCE
Based in Borough Green
01732 883544 / 07748 780811
Email: wicksgas@btinternet.com
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Disasters Emergency Committee
UKRAINE HUMANITARIAN APPEAL
Online : www.dec.org.uk
Phone : 0370 60 60 900

Standard geographic charges from landlines and mobiles will apply.

To donate £10 text HELP to 70150

Texts cost £10 plus your standard network message charge. You must be 16+ and
have the bill payer’s permission.

Post : PO Box 999, London, EC3A 3AA

Cheques payable to DEC UKRAINE HUMANITARIAN APPEAL

DEC is made up of 15 member charities who are experts in humanitarian aid and
specialise in different areas of disaster response. They come together to speak in one
voice and make fundraising more efficient when an appeal is launched.

Advertising

Any commercial bodies or people offering services who wish to advertise
should contact Chris Atkins email chris.atkins1952@gmail.com or phone
01732 366615 about rates and availability of spaces.
If you have something you want to sell, a caravan or cottage you want to let
for holidays etc then contact Margaret Jeffery. The cost of such personal
notices are just £2 per issue.
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for wrong information
received, or mistakes that occur in publication. The Editorial Team cannot
accept responsibility for any delay in distribution. Publication of
advertisements does not imply any form of recommendation. All articles in this
magazine are covered by copyright and permission must be obtained before
reproducing them in any format.
The magazine is also available to read on the COGS, BG Community and
Parish Council websites, the COGS Facebook page and the Borough Green
Pinboard.

Articles for the next magazine

The Voice is your community magazine and it relies on the people of Borough
Green to make it as interesting as possible. Organisations, clubs and
individuals are welcome to submit articles on their activities and subjects likely
to be of interest to the village.
The deadline for articles for the next magazine will be Tuesday 10 May and
these should be sent to the address below. The next magazine will cover June
so if you have any events planned for that month and you would like them to
appear in the diary section please send to :m-jeffery@talktalk.net
01732 883978

Margaret Jeffery
7 Lendon Road
Borough Green
TN15 8SE
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Borough Green Road, Ightham, TN15 9JA
01732 884726

Sevenoaks Road, Ightham,
TN15 9AD

Ready for Spring planting!
Visit us for bedding plants, vegetable plants,
soft fruit and seeds

For All Auto Queries

Fruit trees, shrubs, roses, perennials and herbs

01732 780591

Compost, pots, fertilisers, logs and charcoal

All makes and models
MoTs
Free courtesy car
Free local collection and delivery

Local farm produce, cheeses, biscuits, eggs
and cakes
Treat yourself to a
available in farm

coffee now
shop

We now stock
frozen meals

Brakes
Repairs

Open every day:
9am-5pm

07747535657

Servicing
No. Plates

All mechanical and diagnostic
work carried out by
qualified automobile engineers

sales@greenacresgardencentre.co.uk
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The Borough Green Parish Council’s
Family Fun Day
celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Saturday 4 June
12 noon until 4.30pm,
Recreation Ground, Maidstone Road, Borough Green.
There will be lots for the family to come along to and enjoy on the
day.
•
Bouncy castles/bumper cars
•
Ice cream/pizza/hot dogs
•
Football/tennis/bowls taster sessions
•
Build a ‘bug hotel’ competition
•
Make a Glittering Crown
•
Dance display by a local dance school
•
Stalls
•
Raffle & lots more on the day
If anyone would like a stall or wish to become involved please
contact:
Councillor Sue Butterfill on 07757 494 621
sue.butterfill@boroughgreen.gov.uk

At The Church of the Good Shepherd
Quarry Hill Road, Borough Green
TN15 8RF

Saturday 4 June

Pre-booked Tickets £12.00
Jan and Linda 01732 885048
jan.bryce1954@gmail.com
Contactless Payment Available

7.30-10 pm
Licensed Bar
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
BAPTISMS
Luna-Lily Cooper
Jessica Clarke
Henry Clarke
FUNERALS
Patricia Chapell
Betty Truss
Bill Rolfe
Jaquie Bilitch

We offer our condolences to all those recently bereaved.

Monday Minis Toddler Time
Play and socialising for pre-school children and their grown
ups. Mondays 9 and 16 May
10.15 to 12 noon in COGS annexe.
No charge, just a donation for tea and coffee please.
Games, Tea & Chat
On alternate Mondays (for dates see diary section) at
2 - 4pm in the annexe to the Church of the Good Shepherd.
Come and enjoy board games, tea and a chat. No booking
required but for further details contact Elaine Almond on
886440 or etalmond@aol.com
Coffee at COGS
Come and join us on Saturday 14 May at 10am in the
COGS Annexe. Donations of cakes are most welcome.
Contact Pam on 886150
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Events in the Village for
the month of May
1

3
5

6
8
9

10
11
12

13

14
15

16
17
19

COGS - Holy Communion said - 8.00
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
Bash the Trash - BGVH - 11.00 to 12.00
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
Tuesday Ladies’ Club - BGVH - 7.30
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Talk Time - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
Julian Meeting - 8.15 - 07719 908 267 for details
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion and Children’s Church - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
Monday Minis - COGS Annexe - 10.15 to 12.00
Games, Tea and Chat - COGS Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00
BG Parish Annual Meeting - BGVH - 7.00
BG Parish Council Annual Meeting - BGVH - 7.30
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15
BGBC - Women’s Fellowship - 2.00 - Searchword Hand(s)
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Talk Time - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
BORODARA - 2.00 - BGVH
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
Friday 2 Book Club - 2.00 - BG Library
Wrotham Historical Society - 8.00 - Wrotham Village Hall
Borograds - Platt Memorial Hall - 8.00
Coffee at COGS - 10.00 to 12.00
Borograds - Platt Memorial Hall - 8.00
COGS - Breakfast Church - 9.00
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion - 10.30
BGBC - Service - 10.30
Borograds - Platt Memorial Hall - 2.30
Monday Minis - COGS Annexe - 10.15 to 12.00
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
SJCC - Mass - 10.00
BG Library - Talk Time - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
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20
22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion and Children’s Church - 10.00
BG Bowls Club Open Day - 10.00 to 12.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
Games, Tea and Chat - COGS Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
Ightham and District Gardeners Club - Ightham Village Hall - 7.15
BGBC - Women’s Fellowship - 2.00 - Questions afternoon with Eddie
BG Library - Talk Time - 10.15 to 12.15
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
SJCC - Ascension Day Mass - 6.00pm (No 10am Mass)
BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45
BG Lunch Club Greensleeves - BGVH - 10.30 to 1.30
BG Bowls Club Open Day - 10.00 to 12.00
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Holy Communion - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
COGS - Flower and Art Exhibition - 2.00 to 8.00
COGS - Flower and Art Exhibition - 10.00 to 5.00
BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15 to 4.15
Abbreviations
COGS Church of the Good Shepherd
SJCC St Joseph’s Catholic Church
BGBC Borough Green Baptist Church
BGVH Borough Green Village Hall

PLATINIUM JUBILEE EVENTS AT BEGINNING OF JUNE
Wednesday 1st

COGS - Flower and Art Exhibition - 10.00 to 5.00

Thursday 2nd

COGS - Flower and Art Exhibition - 2.00 to 8.00
Beacon lighting in Recreation Ground - 9.45pm

Friday 3rd

COGS - Flower and Art Exhibition - 10.00 to 5.00

Saturday 4th

Family Fun Day in Recreation Ground - 12.00 to 4.30
COGS - Jubilee Jazz - 7.30 to 10.00pm

Sunday 5th

COGS - Songs of Praise - 6.00pm
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Around borough green

(Photo by David Marsh www.davidjmarsh.co.uk)

Maps of Public Rights of Way and Permitted Paths in Borough Green are
at www.boroughgreen.org and www.boroughgreen.gov.uk
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G R SERVICING LTD
Now at Unit 16
Orchard Place Business Centre
Seven Mile Lane
Wrotham Heath

REFLEXOLOGY
AROMATHERAPY
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
Appointments available in
Borough Green & Wrotham

Servicing and repairing your
vehicles.
MOTs can also be arranged.

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
Call Michelle on 07866 491840

PLEASE CALL
01732 882725 as before.

WWW.SOUL2SOLETHERAPY.COM
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Tom Tugendhat MP’s Column

The end of the academic year and exams are just around the corner and many of
us will be thinking “what next”? For our family, and our friends, this is a moment of
decision-making and it’s too easy to follow old ways not thinking about what’s best for
today. When I was making the choice, longer ago than I care to remember, the decision
was clear – either university or a job. Now there are so many more choices for everyone.
In March, I got together with neighbouring MPs, Tracey Crouch, Helen Grant and Helen
Whately, to help young people in our community to think through those choices. We ran
an Apprenticeship Fair to give local and national businesses the chance to show off what
opportunities they can offer students.
Apprenticeships have been transformed. They’ve been boosted to become an
alternative to university in terms of academic qualifications but with the extra input of
experience and, of course, a salary. At the Apprenticeship Fair we welcomed businesses
from across industry - from aviation to the railways, the armed forces and the police. In
total the Fair attracted over one thousand students and more than 50 businesses. In all it
was a tremendous success and I hope that those who attended thought so too.
With many young students entering what can be an incredibly stressful period, it is
right that we do all we can to not only support them throughout, but also offer them as
much choice on the other side. One of the hardest parts of the examination period is the
worry about what awaits you if you don’t happen to get the results you wished for, and
one way we can ease this burden is to make sure that students have a variety of top
quality options available to them. Understanding the needs of those who will dominate our
job markets for many decades to come is key in being able to develop a thriving and
skilful workforce. Something that is incredibly important as we look to become a much
more self-sufficient nation.
Next year we will be looking to do another fair and, in the meantime, there are
many connections that we made that I would be happy to share. Is there someone in your
family who would benefit from thinking about a real alternative? If there is, please, put
them in touch with me now so I can help. If there’s someone who will be ready next year,
please let me know so that I can invite them.
And if you’re a local business looking to hire brilliant young people and train them
up in the best way you can, let me know and I’ll make sure you have a chance to share
your offer next year.

tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk
IGHTHAM & DISTRICT
GARDENERS CLUB

Wrotham Historical Society

Invites you to a talk entitled

“Who’s been sleeping in my bed?”
by Katherine Lynn

Friday 13 May
Canterbury Cathedral
A talk by Lenny Clark

Tuesday 24 May
Ightham Village Hall for 7.15pm

8.00pm Wrotham Village Hall
All visitors welcome - £3

Visitors very welcome

For info contact
Phil Barlass - 01732 883505
Dee Samways – 0779 900 2129

www.wrothamhistorical.org.uk
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Painter and Decorator

Are your shoulders, hips or
knees stiff ?
Is walking difficult?
Have you an injury that just isn’t
going away?

33 years experience

Call: 01732 780909 and speak to

Interior & Exterior

Carole – Experienced and Specialist
Physiotherapist

Free Estimates

Improve and maintain the
balance, mobility and strength
you want to

Friendly and reliable
Call Steve 07811 360269
www.jarvisdecorating.co.uk

Stay Active - Enjoy Life!

The Studio at Windy Nob, Staleys Road, Borough Green
www.boroughgreenphysio.co.uk

“Help at an emotional time”
Borough Green,
Wrotham, St Mary’s Platt, Ightham
& surrounding villages

01732 780600

43 Western Road, TN15 8AL
boroughgreen@welhamjones.co.uk
 Traditional & Contemporary funerals
 Eco-friendly funerals & woodland burials
 Private chapel of rest Home arrangements
 Memorials & keepsakes

Sevenoaks
based

www.welhamjones.co.uk
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Borough Green Medical Practice
www.boroughgreenmedicalpractice.co.uk
Update 23 March

COVID BOOSTER VACCINATIONS

As you probably know the Government has announced a programme of
Covid booster vaccinations for patients aged over 75 and additional primary
doses for immunocompromised patients aged over 12.
Unfortunately we will not be offering these vaccinations at the surgery and
patients will need to book via the National Booking Service. Please see the
link below.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/
book-coronavirus-vaccination/
Please note you cannot have a booster until six months have elapsed since
your last covid vaccination.
We will be vaccinating our Care Home and housebound patients and will be
making arrangements to do so after Easter.
Tuesday Ladies’ Club At the start of the 4th April meeting,
members were sadly reminded again that due to the disappointing
results of the AGM Tuesdays Ladies’ Club will close at the end of
June. 6 months refund of subscriptions will be paid out to each
member of £12.50. Book club, darts and rambles will carry on as
they are self-funded. It is hoped that we will all keep in touch one way or another
and hopefully plan an occasional outing.
• Our Speaker for the evening was Chris Hare. There was lots of laughter and fun
as Chris told us about his “40 years without a Proper Job” mentioning many well
known celebrities who he had come into contact during his career. He brought
back lots of memories of people that we had forgotten and were famous all
those years ago
• Queen’s Platinum Anniversary 7 June. This celebratory supper will now, sadly,
also be our “Swan Song”. It will be paid for from funds with caterers preparing
the main courses. The Committee to do the rest. 10 members volunteered to make
a dessert and we simply look forward to some tasty treats. There will be a free
raffle, a “Right Royal Quiz” and more fun. There was a sign-up board for the
preferred choice of coronation chicken salad or a veggie option of roasted
vegetable quiche.
• Platt Village Trail 19 July. Are you interested in a stroll around Platt hearing
some interesting facts & figures about the village. A meal at The Blue Anchor will
follow. They will require pre-booked meals. Look out for more news and a sign
up board at the May meeting.
• The Sylvia Rolfe Award 2022. Members who wished to enter for this award put
their names in a hat and the lucky member who won the £100 said she would like
to go to flower arranging classes.
• Chosen Charity 2022. The Borough Green Foodbank won the vote. As we plan
the disbursement of TLC’s funds they will, of course, be one of the beneficiaries.
• 3 May Meeting The speaker will be Mary Smith whose talk is entitled: “A School
in Wartime”.
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ST MARY’S PLATT SHORT MAT BOWLING CLUB

If you are interested in playing indoors short mat bowls, we meet every
Wednesday afternoon from 2-4pm and Wednesday evenings 7.30-9.30pm. We
meet in Platt Memorial Hall. This is open to all experienced players and beginners.
All you need is a flat pair of shoes and we will supply bowls. We are a very
sociable club and look forward to welcoming you.
CONTACT Ken Martin 01732 884417

Potters FC In the league Potters won 1-0 v Southborough and lost

2-3 v Hall AFC Reserves. They have progressed in the Craske&Wells
Memorial Trophy with wins of 2-0 and 1-0 against Roselands and St
Lawrence respectively. For the latest information on fixtures and results
go to www.pottersfc.co.uk.

Borough Green Ladies Football Club The Ladies have faced
a challenging set of fixtures against the top three teams in the league
- suffice to say no points have been gained.

BOROUGH GREEN LIBRARY

The library is open for bookshelf browsing with a view to taking books out
on loan, computer and WiFi available with appropriate safety measures
in place.
Opening hours are
10 - 1 and 2 - 5 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
and 9 - 1 on Saturday.
EVENTS

Ancestry - Monday 10.15 - 12.15 need to book an appointment
Scrabble - Tuesday 2.15 - 4.15 - this session is for any age
and is looking for new members so come along and join in.

Talk Time - Thursday 10.15 - 12.15
Baby Bounce & Rhyme Time - Friday 10.15 - 10.45 need to
book so we can monitor numbers
Friday 2 Book Club (second Friday of each month) 2.00 - our
friendly group read and discuss our chosen book for the month
- all welcome just turn up on the day.
Wearing of masks preferred at all of these events.
For more advice please call the library on 03000 413 131 or email
boroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.uk where staff will be able to help.
We look forward to seeing you.
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From Your County Councillor
I write this month regarding the recent refusal by Tonbridge & Malling
Borough Council (TMBC) of Planning Permission of the application by Moto for a
Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) Services facility to the north of the M26 at Wrotham.
The refusal of planning consent is the responsibility of TMBC acting as the Local
Planning Authority and may of course be subject to an Appeal by Moto to the
Planning Inspectorate (Pins) at Bristol. I have read the very detailed reasons for
refusal and am satisfied that the reasons given constitute the ‘tightest’ refusal
explanation that I have ever read (and I have read more than a few in my time).
In the circumstances I feel that it is unlikely that Moto will appeal and should they
do so, are likely, in my view, to have TMBC’s decision to refuse upheld by Pins.
As the document giving the multiple planning policy reasons for the refusal
of planning consent runs to over 70 pages of typescript, so to save those who have
neither the time nor inclination I outline below one of the reasons for refusal and
the steps taken by our local communities to protect themselves from the potential
impact and consequences of the application succeeding.
The reason that I have included this and the matter upon which I shall
concentrate, relates to the impact on both our local roads and the potential
consequences for National Highways. Kent County Council is the Local Highways
Authority. They wrote to TMBC objecting to the application because it was clear
that Moto have not provided anything like sufficient investigation into the impact of
the proposed numbers of HGVs intended to visit the site on any more than one
junction (M26/A20 at Nepicar roundabout). Even this study was substantially
lacking in the necessary detail. The traffic impact on other junctions such as the Old
Coach Road Roundabout (M20/A20 Junction) at the top of Wrotham Hill, the
Gravesend Road and Whitehill Roundabouts (A20/A227) as well as the A20/A25
traffic light junction at Wrotham Heath were all ignored.
Without going into excessive detail, the impact on all the junctions mentioned
would have been very detrimental to our community and as such, been wholly
unacceptable. Wrotham Parish Council contracted the services of Les Henry
Associates, whose Highways report provided details that showed all these junctions
were already running in excess of their design capacity for much of the day. This
was without taking into account the proposed new HGVs to be drawn off both the
M20 and M26 motorways, intending to reach the proposed site.
Over the last ten years there has been increasing co-operation between the
parish councils in north west Tonbridge & Malling and this co-operation was very
much to the fore in relation to this planning application. An HGV facility of the size
proposed (facilities for 200 HGVs their re-fuel and drivers) would clearly have
had a potentially deleterious impact on Wrotham, Platt, Borough Green, Ightham
and Stansted. These Parish Councils, led by Wrotham PC, worked together to
ensure that expert planning, legal, landscape, highways/traffic reports were
commissioned and submitted to TMBC. This was all organised within a few weeks
early in 2022. This area is blessed with competent, motivated and co-operative
parish councils who have learned over the years to work together for the greater
good. Should you read the various parish submissions to TMBC, you can see that co
-operation, subsequently incorporated in the reasons for refusal quoted by TMBC. I
must mention here the submission by Platt Parish Council, which is blessed with a
Member who is an expert highway engineer/traffic consultant and who wrote an
outstanding paper, subsequently incorporated into Platts PC’s response.
(Continued on page 27)
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GF Harris
Garden Maintenance

Ginette’s Nails

Small local company (based in Platt)
offering a reliable, friendly and
professional Garden Maintenance
service including one off, weekly,
fortnightly or ongoing visits.

56 High Street, Borough Green
01732 780044

& BEAUTY RETREAT

We specialise in a range of
beauty products including
Jessica Natural Nail Care
Lash perfect lashes
Lash Lift
Fake Bake Spray Tan
Hot Stone Massage
Spa Find mineralizing facials
Gelish Nails and Toenails
Minx Toe Nails
Waxing
And much, much more.

Services include: Lawn Mowing,
Hedge Cutting, Planting, Pruning,
Leaf Clearance and much more!
Free Estimates – Fully Insured
Contact Grant – 07532340210
Email – gfharrisgardening@gmail.com

Go on treat yourself
www.ginettesnailsandbeauty.com

Aaron Penna Victoria Penna
Chartered Physiotherapists
Now Providing
Physiotherapy at home
Have you recently been discharged
from hospital and want to get back
to your best?
Long Covid?

Slips, trips and falls?

Call today for an appointment
or email for further information
01732 823189
aaron@pwphysio.com
www.pwphysio.com
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I would also like to take this opportunity to pass on my thanks to all our local
TMBC Borough Councillors who did an outstanding job in ensuring that they
protected the interests of their local communities and made their views known to
the TMBC Planning Officer who prepared the paper to which I referred earlier,
giving the reasons for refusal.
So far, I have concentrated upon the reasons for refusal alone, but I shall
now turn my attention to those who supported the proposal and feel the refusal is
a retrograde step. Before I receive further tirades from the Road Haulage
Association and other freight & logistics trade organisations (yes, they do write to
me usually as a result of contributions made in debate at KCC), I want to declare
that I held for many years a Certificate of Professional Competence in Road
Transport, as a work-related qualification, before retirement. I fully understand
that practically everything we consume is carried on road vehicles and frequently
more than once. Road haulage has over the last 80 years become a central
feature of our lives. Living in Kent, we can see from HGV registration plates that
international road haulage has grown exponentially. For all these reasons I
understand, better than most, that HGV drivers and their vehicles need the type of
facilities proposed by Moto. Nevertheless, I stand by my position that the
application as proposed was wholly inappropriate for the site. This is because of a
combination of national planning policies (Metropolitan Green Belt, within the
setting of the Kent Downs AONB) as well as the potentially deleterious impact on
local roads, which is why the Nepicar site was refused.
The question may well be asked, if not at Nepicar, where would you put
such a facility and what reasons would you put forward for such a site? My
recommendation to Cllr David Brazier the KCC Cabinet Member for Highways,
who represents Sevenoaks North East, is that enhanced facilities, exclusively for
HGVs should be built on the M20 at Junction 8 to the east of Maidstone. As there is
an existing all vehicle motorway services facility in place, the construction of
enhanced HGV facilities would clearly be less impactful. The site is not constrained
by national planning policies. HGV access could be contained wholly on the M20
(ie there would be relatively little increase in HGV traffic on local roads). In
addition, the site I propose would be well positioned in future to service those
vehicles making use of the proposed Third Thames Crossing, which has recently
been confirmed by the Department for Transport. This is proposed to cross the
River Thames by means of a tunnel downstream of Gravesend and east of Tilbury
in Essex. As part of the commissioned works, it has been agreed to make significant
improvements to the A229 Blue Bell Hill Road, in particular to greatly improve the
current very complex junction with the M2. Improvements to the A229 junction with
the A20 (Junction 6) are also anticipated. The purpose of the Third Thames
Crossing is to try to alleviate the existing intense pressure on the Dartford Crossing,
which leads to interminable delays on the M25 and severe pollution in east
Dartford. These works are presently programmed for completion before 2030.

Harry Rayner, Kent County Councillor
03000 421606
Harry.Rayner@kent.gov.uk
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South East Open Studios & Art
3 to 19 June

After a couple of really rotten years, artists are gearing up to make this the best
year ever to show off their art. We’re very lucky in Wrotham Heath / Borough
Green that we have four artists just a paint spatter away from each other. Three
at the lovely Great Comp Garden and one at the end of Windmill Hill on the
A25.
At Great Comp Garden, showing for SEOS are Elaine Almond, Polly Hosp and
Mark Willson. Elaine is an abstract and impressionist painter inspired by nature
and life events. Her vibrant work is colourful and uplifting (07946 957364
etalmond@gmail.com). Polly is a printmaker who enjoys exploring a range of
techniques focused on her observation of the natural world (07943 949360
pollyhosp@hotmail.com). Mark makes interesting and unusual sculptures using
metals and recycled materials (07368 563066 markowillson@hotmail.com).
Elaine, Polly & Mark: OPENING DAYS & TIMES
Wednesday to Sunday from 3rd to 19th June, 10am – 4pm.
Comp Garden, Comp Lane, Platt, TN15 8QS
Bonus: Discounted entry to garden for visitors to exhibition

Down the road will be Rose Bridgland Colbridge. Rose is showing some of her
eclectic abstract and semi-abstract work, using various methods and materials
such as foil, chocolate wrappers and carborumdum (07759 999261
RoseBridgland1@gmail.com).
Rose OPENING DAYS & TIMES Sun 5th, Tues 7th, Weds 8th, Fri 10th, Sun 12th,
Mon 13th, Thurs 16th, Sat 18th, Sun 19th 11am – 5pm.
The Paint Shop, 1a Marion Cottages, Maidstone Road TN15 7SN
LOOK OUT FOR THE YELLOW BICYCLE!
Bonus: a cup of tea and a biscuit here.

Call us for your free guides, or find them in local shops, restaurants, garden
centres and libraries during May. Visiting local artists is a lovely way to spend a
couple of hours out in summer, especially if the weather is good to us. We look
forward to meeting you.
Elaine and Rose

Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council - Updates

Most £150 council tax energy rebates will be paid automatically by the end of May
to those entitled to them. Beware of scammers who may trying to get your bank
details – if we need to contact you, we'll write and provide ways to access your
payment securely.
Reports suggest that TMBC’s new Household Waste Recycling Centre at Allington will
open sometime in May (details awaited).
TMBC have confirmed that, in light of the majority negative response to the
consultation exercise on a new residents’ permit parking area for Harrison Road and
the rest of the Woodlands estate, they have decided to abandon the proposal and
the issue will proceed no further.
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SMALL NOTICES
Guitar Tuition
in Borough Green
Friendly, professional tutor,
established 15 years, good rates,
lectric and acoustic styles.
Lessons available weekdays and evenings.

Call Adrian now on 01732 883041.

Slimming World
Clock Kent
Clock
& Watch repairs,
Group on
restoration
& servicing
Wednesdays
Collection
&
delivery
available.
9.30am and 7pm
Based in Borough Green
at Borough Green Village Hall. Call Paul on 01732 884363 / 07831 884789
Or email: paul@clockkent.com
www.clockkent.com

Phone Anita on 07725 484 361

Hi Kent runs free hearing aid aftercare
clinics in towns, villages and communities
throughout Kent.
The next clinic is at Borough Green Library on Friday 27 May from 2 - 3.30.
Our clinics are run by our trained volunteers and they will be able to change
batteries, clean and re-tube hearing aids free of charge, while you wait.

Hall bookings

Defibrillator Locations
a) 24 hours a day

The Village Hall
Potters Mede
The Recreation Ground
The Fire Station

Parish Hall - Quarry Hill
Jenny Cant 01732 883405
Village Hall - Jackie Taylor
01732 882880
Potters Mede Bernard Galopin
07568 536 405

b) When premises are open

The Medical Centre
BG Primary School
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SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET
Shipbourne Farmers’ Market is a subset of St Giles’ PCC and any profits
are donated to Agricultural charities
(Local produce made/grown by Local producers)
Finally, we have a full complement of quality producers at the market. Over the
past few months we have added a really good vegetable grower, an amazing pastry
chef and a flower and plant grower.
Did you know we have a Click and Collect system at the market ?
Go to www.shipbournefm.co.uk and click on Shop Now.
This gives you a preview of what is sold at the market.

Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers

You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try out a couple of walks with
us, to help you decide if you’d like to join. Advance booking is not
required; you can just turn up on the day. If you are new to our walks, it’s
a good idea to contact the walk leader beforehand to check that their
walk will suit you. Always check our website for latest details, including
any late changes due to weather or other conditions.
www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk
or email info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.

Dates in
May

Route

Sunday 1st Circular walk from Plaxtol Spout (moderate difficulty).
A walk girdling the hilltop village of Goudhurst with lovely
views. Mostly tracks and fields and some quiet oads. Some stiles
and hills and a steep climb at the end of the walk (moderate
difficulty).
Circular walk from Leeds village through Kingswood and
Wednesday Broomfield. Dogs welcome but must be on leads in the castle
11th
grounds (moderate difficulty).
Thursday
5th

Distance
in miles
5
6.5

5

Circular walk from Ryarsh to the Pilgrim's Way, including a
Sunday 15th gentle climb to the Pilgrim's Way (moderate difficulty).

5.5

Leisurely circular walk from Frittenden via Sissinghurst Castle. Lots
Tuesday 17th of stiles, some sections on quiet lanes.

5.5

Circular walk in the beautiful countryside around Plaxtol
Sunday 22nd (moderate difficulty).
Circular walk from Boxley with a steep climb to the North Downs
Wednesday Way. Then along the Pilgrims Way, returning via vineyards and
25th
farmland (moderate difficulty).
Circular walk from Yotes Court, down Gover Hill and along the
Sunday 29th Greensand Way to Plaxtol, returning via Hurst Wood and the
Swanton Valley. Some steep hills (moderate difficulty).
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5

6
7.5

PLD GENERAL BUILDER
PETER 07769 736646
Borough Green 01732 382530 (answer machine)
Extensions
Refurbishments
Brickwork
Driveways
Fascia & Soffits
GRP Flat Roofing

Conversions
Plastering
Patios
Kitchens / Bathrooms
Fencing
Painting & Decorating

AND ALL GENERAL BUILDING

Parish Hall, Quarry Hill Road, Borough Green
Contact Nicky on 07858 188867
brightstartbg@hotmail.co.uk

BRIGHT START PRE-SCHOOL
OPEN EVERY DAY DURING TERM TIME
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 09.00 – 15.00
BREAKFAST CLUB AVAILABLE EVERY DAY UPON REQUEST
‘WALKING BUS’ TO AND FROM BOROUGH GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL
MOTHER AND CHILD DROP-IN EVERY FRIDAY FROM 9.00 – 10.30
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WROTHAM COMPUTER
CARE
Computer help
at your Home or Office
PC’s and Apple Mac’s
We are a local company providing
an affordable service to local families,
professionals, businesses and schools.
For more details please contact us:

Our fee is only 1% + VAT

01732 780176 or 07795 552440
mwhite@wrothamcomputercare.com
www.wrothamcomputercare.com

ESTATE AGENTS
LETTINGS
SURVEYORS
LAND & NEW HOMES

Positive Life – Positive Thinking – Positive Health

Here at Positive Health we offer:

Honest, professional advice from your
local independent estate agents
51 Western Road, Borough Green,
Kent TN15 8AN

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Osteopathy
Pilates Mat Work & Reformer 1:1
Women’s Health Physiotherapy
Reflexology/Aromatherapy Massage
Lashes/Waxing/Facials
Counselling
Sports Massage
Please contact us for more information.

Sales: 01732 885585
Lettings 01732 886663

Telephone - 01732 887371
Unit 1, Bourne Enterprise Centre
Borough Green, Kent, TN15 8DG

www.kings-estate-agents.co.uk
boroughgreen@kings-estate-agents.co.uk

www.positivehealthcentre.co.uk
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