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Editorial from the Church of the Good Shepherd
February 2026

We | | and a Happy New Year to all
Christmas flew by. It was a good one here at the Good Shepherd and our prayer
are that 2026 will bring peace to each one of you and also to our troubled world.

I am writing this just after we have celebrated the'12@niversary of the
Church of the Good Shepherd. Anniversaries of course are impaittaato take
stock, to reflect on what has been good, what we might change, how we got to tt
point and where next?

The Good Shepherd was founded by
Wrotham and the foundation stone laid on 9 January 1906. The building itsel
was consecrated only 7 months later on 24 July 1906, quite an achievement. Sir
then, there have been 13 clerg® cur ates from St Geor
vicars, currently none as you know, and hundreds of people who have visite
worshipped and served in the parish to whom we owe much. Now it is our turn
work to serve this community and share our &itbu can check the following
pages to see what is available to anyone in this locality.

So what does this anniversary mean? As we give thanks, we also think ab
the future and pray for Godds gui dan
We dondt know is the answer but as
and added a nice lunchan anniversary after all we are clear that the future
needs to involve us all. Anniversaries provide a thinking spisteto reflect. So |
invite you to do the same for yourself as we begin this year 2026. Some ideas t
consider are:

What matters most in your life?

Are you paying it attention or neglecting it?

V\Ilere your resolutions the important ones, or can they be ditched for somethi
else?

Where do you find direction?

Is it a helpful place?

Have you ever considered that God might offer you help/support/guidance,
whatever you wish to call it, in a key moment?

Have you ever prayed to find the answer?

In my own life, key moments have often been very ordinayshort
conversation at a bus stop, or i n
important thing to find our way, is to be open and listenifigtening to wise
friends and open to God for new ways forward.

O0When a great moment knocks on t
than the beating of your hear tBoris a
Pasternak Russian author and poet.

h
n

So my challenge this month is to listen. Are you listening too?
Warm regardsElaine
Elaine Almond
Licensed Lay Minister



1

Join us for an enjo
evening of
BI NGO wWFWUMNPRI ZJES

Saturday 21 Febrular

Bar and ni bbl es avali
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Juli e Sweeting 01732

Contacting the Church of the Good Shepherd

In the absence of a Vicar: :
If you need to speak to someone from the church (mcludmg any
enquiry about a wedding, a baptism or a funeral) contact one of the
churchwarden®

Julie (885437) or Carole (07542 442 140).
If you have an enquiry about burial of ashes contact Elaine (886440).

COGS websitevww.cogsonline.co.uk

We apologise that the main church building is still locked for securit
reasons. We are working towards a solution and hope to be open for
quiet prayer and reflection again in the near future. In the meantime, the
porch is open daily from 10am 4pm for Foodbank donations. If you
need access to the church or annexe for any reason, please contact Ju
or Carole.Thank you for your understanding.

4


http://www.cogsonline.co.uk

Our 120 Acts of Kindness Tree

Celebrating 120 Years of God’s Faithfulness
In the Church of the Good Shepherd

What is the Kindness Tree?

Our church is marking its 120th anniversary by growing a tree made
of 120 leaves, each one representing an act of kindness offered by
someone in our community.

How does it work?

+ Take a leaf from the basket in the porch/annexe

« Write down a new act of kindness you have done, you can add
your name or a picture if you like

» Add your leaf to the branches on the wall

» Watch the tree grow and flourish over
the coming months

What counts as an act of kindness?

Anything new that shares love, hope,

kindness, or encouragement, for example:

+ Helping someone at home

+ Writing a card or message

+ Visiting or phoning someone who is
lonely

« Donating to a cause

+ Picking up litter

« Offering a lift or a listening ear

« Any simple act that brightens someone’s
day

Who can take part?

Everyone.

Children, teens, adults, newcomers,

long-timers, and those joining from home

Every act matters. Every leaf helps the tree grow.

Why are we doing this?

To celebrate 120 years not only by looking back with gratitude, but
by living forward with generosity.

Each leaf is a reminder of God’s love at work in us and through us.

Let’'s grow something beautiful together.
Add your leaf. Share kindness.
Help our tree flourish.
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Limited Company Accounts
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Jason Langstaff
Electrician
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Notes from Borough Green Parish Council

The Council met at 7.30pm Monday 5th January 2026 at the COGS
Annexe. Matters raised included:

1

Declaration of Town StatusWe have had a terrific response, online, email
and paper slips. All votes were counted by two Councillors prior to the meetil
and the breakdown of th&92 votes was announced by the Clerk: "Support
changing to a Towr875, "Against changing?200 and "Undecided™7. The
Chairman then proposed a formal vote and the Council agreed unanimously
adopt Town Status on 1st April 2026 to coincide with our financial year enc
The Clerk will change bank accounts to "Borough Green Council* so we
change back quickly if we wish and the decision will be reviewed every |
months. Our grateful thanks to everyone who took patrt.

Recreation Ground PaviliorRoof replacement and clock tower are complete.
ClIr Proto and the Clerk are submitting plans and putting together a busine
case for grant applications. We hope to start the disabled access ramp shortl
with the main works starting in the Spring.

Isles Quarrybike clubplans have been put on hold temporarily whilst TMBC
decide if we need "Planning Permission for Development in th
Greenbelt!" (but it has been too wet to work anyway). Action by TMBC(
Planning Enforcement means at present we can't even risk putting down
chippings on the muddy sections of path or installing the planned signage tt
will make it safer for all users.

A Volunteer Wildlife Wardemwas proposed, and BGPC have appointed Clir

Lisa Reid to take on the role for Isles Quarry, Harrison Rd and Crowhill. H
brief is based on the Kent Wildlife Survey and we will be providing extra
training.

Potters Mede & ScoutBGPC are working closely with the Scouts to enable
them to build their new permanent home at Potters Mede. Our original pla
was to build south of the existing building but that part of the site is
constrained by the underground services, the stream on the boundary, a
reduces the safe green play space for children. So we are now looking &
siting the new building in the car park and joining both areas of car park
together to increase the available car parking for all hall users.

TMBC Local Plan Reg 18 Consultati®GPC agreed and submitted its own
response and endorsed the Parish Alliance Contamination report and the S
Sand Reserves reporall posted on the website.

Christmas Lights Switebn Festivalon Saturday 29th November was a great
successour usual vote of thanks to the Christmas Lights volunteers.
(Continued on page 11)



The Birkbeck Chiropody & Podiatry Practice

Health Professions Council (HPC) Registered Podiatrists

Open Monday to Saturday
Day and Evening Appointments
Easy Car Parking

g
&
Telephone: 01732 883271 i o

Woodlands, 172 Maidstone Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks TN15 8JD
T|01732883271 W | birkbeckpodiatry.com

A PALMER COMPLET

m \'/\, ELECTRI CAL SERVI
-~

DB Home & Garden Maintenance 01732 886 939 0

ALL ELECTRI CAY W
LARGE OR SMALL

Carpentry ¥ Painting ¥ Decorating
Wooden Conservatory & Window Refurbs

Flooring ¥ General Repairs
FULL REWI RES, HAR

REWI RES, FUSEBQAR
TEST CERTI FI CATE
SOCKETS, LI GHTI N
DOMESTI C COMME
No job too small! Filly Insured! LOCAL AUTHORI Y
IR PR ALy RELI ABLE FRIENDLfY <

Hedge & Grass Cutting
Sheds ¥ Summer Houses ¥ Fencing
Decking ¢ Patios

Email: dbhomeandgar

PORTIAND BENTLEY

Painting & Decorating
Contact Paul

email: portlandbentleyl 989@gmail. com

07939 401467 01732 886801
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Delivering the Voice

We are looking for some help to deliver this magazi {2,
each month in the village as a number of our curre W&z

volunteers, who have been doing this for many years
looking to wind down.

If you are willing to put your name forward to help with this,
please contact Chris AtkDis732 366615

Advertising
Any commercial bodies or people offering services who wish to advertis
should contacChris Atkins email chris.atkins1952@gmail.comor phone
01732 366615about rates and availability of spaces.
If you have something you want to sell, a caravan or cottage you want to le
for holidays etc then contact Margaret Jeffery. The cost of such person:
notices are just £2 per issue.
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editorial Tee
The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for wrong informatio
received, or mistakes that occur in publication. The Editorial Team cant
accept responsibility for any delay in distribution. Publication of
advertisements does not imply any form of recommendation. All articles in t
magazine are covered by copyright and permission must be obtained before
reproducing them in any format.
The total print run of the magazine is over 2000 copies and it is alsc
available to read on the COGS, BG Community and Parish Council websites

Thanks
Thank you to the Borough Green Parish Council for their generous grant a
to all our advertisers for their financial support which makes the production c
this magazine possible. Also thank you to all our distributors who get the Voi
to every house in the village

Articles for the next magazine
The Voice is your community magazine and it relies on the people of Borou
Green to make it as interesting as possible. Organisations, clubs ar
individuals are welcome to submit articles on their activities and subjects like
to be of interest to the village.
The deadline for articles for the next magazine willToeesday 10 February
and these should be sent to the address below. The next magazine will cov
March so if you have any events planned for that month and you would like
them to appear in the diary section please send to :

m-jeffery@talktalk.net Margaret Jeffery

01732 883978 7 Lendon Road
Borough Green
TN15 8SE
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wroTHAM compul J. Lawrenson

CARE , o
Computer he Tree and Fencing Specialist

e
at your Ho me * Hedge cutting, reduction and removal

* Tree pruning, felling and surgery
PCs and App l * Stump and garden clearance

* All types of fencing supplied and erected,
We are a | ocal . ]
including panel and close boarded
an affordabl e se &p
professionals, b el (i
. All waste and cuttings recycled
For more detail s - b

01732 780176 @ Please call James on
07759 137817

mwhi te@wr ot hamcom 01732 849295

Or email

wWww. wr ot hamcomp uljjawrenson@hotmail.com

o W it oo SOl L
v
l Privately owned local construction business with 25 years of
indu. th
CAPABLE R <+ s oty
— CLEANERS —

* Construction - renovations, small conversions &
extensions, registered installers of RubberBond flat
roofing

Profes S ional EC me&mtmrjwoﬁs-slepmparatm.bbd‘&bem

Cl eaning Ser Vi C e Bundaions, deep drainage & services, finishing
surfaces

a bus y mL’uHﬂm ce & repairs - all internal and external
|l ong |hou ;.s‘,scé‘" f buiding maintenance

ed extria h.nQdJaRng-hard landscaping including retaining

walls

fa fl a 0 rGtet m‘?obc'h ab; gcﬁss \?)grﬁrqect
el M 0¥733 697 877

Ph: 01732647014

01732 792076€ E: info@muncalgroup.co.uk

W: www.muncalgroup.co.uk

sophie@capabl ecl [ean.agk co. uk
www.capableclea1er u k smas

Give us a ¢
checked st a
serviec

5 —h

OWORKSAFE
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1 Borough Green Sandpitd/ud and other debris on the A25 continue to be a
safety hazard. Cllr Rayner is working with KCC Enforcement to try and brinc
an end to this unacceptable problem. One element will be a new Quarry
Liaison Group that will meet regularly with the operator in the hope that the
personal touch may bring results.

1 Nepicar Sandpithas submitted an application to extract sand west of their
current pit towards Platt Industrial Estate. BGPC and Platt PC strongly suppc
the application which could further delay the eventual restoration of the pit,
constraining the area's suitability for development.

1 4x4 Santa.Our thanks to Clir Butterfill and South East 4x4 for Santa's visit to
Platt and Borough Green, where over 300 children came out for their treats.

The next Parish Council meetingill be held orMonday 9th February 2026 at
19.30 in the COGS AnnexeThe agenda will include a period for public
contributions and questions.
Council Contacts
Chairmanmike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk01732 882880
Clerkclerk@boroughgreen.gov.ukd7568 536405
Full minutesare posted at MINUTES | mysite (boroughgreen.gov.uk)

| GHTHAM & DI STRI CTOCLAARDEN
%
IDGC | NVI TE YOU TO OUR FIRST MEETIN
o L S OUR YEAR WITH A QUI Z NI GHT A
ENERS
TOGETHER.
WHY NOT COME ALONG AND MEET US AND

cCLUB AND &WVH@&N FOR 2026

TUESDAY 24 FEBRUARY

| GHTHAM VI LLAGE HALL, TINL
Arrive for 7.15pm

R &Dyg,,
&

We wel come members and]| vi
For further i nformation cont
Dee Samwa®%s 900 2129

Bash the TrasiBG Village Litter Pick Love

| where
Every first Sunday of the month 11:302.30 We
from BG Village Hall. All equipment supplied, jil-fi e

turn up and go at your own pace.
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n Heating

fiHelp at an emotional tinde

Borough Green,
Wr ot ham, St Mar
& surrounding villages

01732 780600

9 8 festern Road, TN15 8AL
bolouyhg(geen@welhamjones.co.

8§ Traditional & Contemporary funerals
§F%Eeofr&n@jy funerals & woodland burials

rivate chapel of regHome arrangement
€ € N § Memorials & keepsakes

www.welhamjones.co.u @
-

freesate e

!
TE

GE

LY

ON

ELS

FOF

97




Thanks y

AR
Thank you to thBorough Green Lights Committeteir helpers, ‘ ,
those who contributed to the Christmas market and perform‘wl

for the switch on. A successful event and another spec#
display.

These are the 2 new lig A2 <
designed by pupils 4 :
Borough Green Primajgss=

School to mark the 40§

year celebration.

W
 RESPONSE

Also thanks t8outh East 4x4 Responsad the
Parish Councilfor the Father Christmas tourgesse
Platt and Borough Green. -
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| B GV H /| Exciting Progress at Borough Green Village Hall

We're delighted to share some excellent news about improvements to yot
Village Hall!

New Electric Doors Installed

Our new electric entrance doors are now in place, which will make a rea
difference to both the comfort and security of the building. The improvec
insulation will help us keep the hall warmer in winter and cooler in summer, wh
also reducing our energy costs. The enhanced security features give us bet
control over access to the building.

What's Next?

We're now pressing ahead with two major projects:

1 New disabled toilets- ensuring the hall is fully accessible to everyone in our
community

 Heat pump air conditioning- providing efficient heating and cooling
throughout the building

These improvements represent a significant investment in your community fac

funded by hall hire income and grants.

Your Hall, Your Community

All of these improvements are only possible because of the ded T

of our volunteer committee and the support of our hirers. If you'd LGS

get involved, have suggestions, or would like to hire the hall fo

event, please get in touch.

Bryan Rawlins, Chair
01732 646040
boroughgreenvillagehall@gmail.com
www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk

Borough Green & Wrotham u3a 30

This is to remind readers that Borough Green and Wrcu
u3a monthly meetings are held on the second Monday oflearn,laugh,live
month at 2 pm in Borough Green Village Hall, with tea, coffee and
biscuits. Parking/disabled access available.

At our meeting of Februarywe will welcome Captain Brian Biggs (retired)
who will entertain us with an account of his experiences on tugboats, from a boy
15 to Captain on the Thames and at sea. He will tell us how the Thames t
changed over the years, from steam to diesel, and will talk about his experienc
from the East End of London to Oman. We look forward to seeing his colour:
slides of London, which will no doubt evoke memories for many of us.

We look forward to welcoming existing and new members (free) and guest
(£5). Parking is free for village hall users, so please remember to register yol
car in the village hall lobby when you arrive

For further information, or to join your local u3a, please contact

info@bgwu3a.org.ukor visit our websitbttps://bgw.u3asite.uk
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NOTHING FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS THIS MONTH

Thanks

Tony Hurll
Tony Hurll lived in Borough Green from 1969 to 2025. He suffered a
major debilitating stroke in August 2023 leaving him with significant need
and in constant pain. On 19 November, a month off his 92nd birthday anc
surrounded by his family, Tony passed away. We have been
overwhelmed with the number of cards and condolences that have bee
received from family and friends, plus a lovely eulogy from his carers at
Harpwood. On 18 December we celebrated his life at Bluebell
Crematorium, followed by a wake at The Landing Hotel. As a family we
would like to thank Stephen P. Gay Funeral Directors, Joanne Bamfor
Celebrant, and Knightly Flowers for the kindness, support and advice the
have given us at this difficult time.

Thank you all

Chris Hurll

Monday Minis Toddler Time

Play and socialising for prechool children and their grown u Y
Mondays 9 and 23 Februaryl0 to 12 noon in COGS annexes..
No charge, just a donation for tea and coffee please. -

Games, Tea & Chat
ez On alternativeMondays (or dates see diary sectiprat

_ 2 - 4pm in the annexe to the Church of the Good
= Shepherd. Come and enjoy board games, tea and a chat.
=4 Plenty of room for new folk so, if you are wondering
whet her itdos for you, do
information or just turn up at 2.00.

Contact Elaine Almond on 886440atalmond@aol.com

Cinema at COGS
Wednesday 18 February2pm in the Church of the Go
Shepherd. Pl ease check the
presentation. All are welcome so come for an afternoon o
entertainment. Refreshments available during the interval.

r ct
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Events in the Villag
for the month of Feb

SJCMas-9. 30
COGSAI |l Age WoO.sthG p

BGBESer v-ilde 30
Bash theBGWVWHLh. 30 to 12. 30
BG Li bMatrtyy S-41i0t.cOhOe rtso 2.00

1

Games, Tea -€0GSChanderd t 4. 00

BG Li bSamrabbl-&. Clbubto 4.1

SJCCL0. 00 Mass followed b

BG LunchBGVHDbBO. 00 to 1.00

BG Li bCafrfyee -&0CH&®t t o 12.

BG LunchB®&VHIO. 00 to 1.00

BG Li bBalryy Bounce andl ®Rhly5net di m&. 45

Saturday Ope€mfOGEAWDs®0 to 12.00

SJCMas-9. 30

COGSHoly Communion &n€@€hCH®Ohdlen

BE€Ser v-ilde 30

i bMatrtyy S+1i0t.cOh0e rtso 12

| er-CDiGBe Anth6éxtod 12.

u3da me-<2.ih@ 3q

i bTlaC yBOOkV\QO.I'erBS to . Ieurnlaughllve

ari shCOGSnAnh?z2x20

i bSaragbbl-2. Qlbubto 4. 15

ky -BiGBEgeE®s00 to 11.15

0.00 Mass followed by Adoration

nchBGVHDLO. 00 to 1.00

bCafrfyee - 0CH&t to 12. 15

nchB&VYHILO. 00 to 1.00

bBaby Bounce andl®RhlybSnet dimk. 45
Li bFRrairdray 2 +Roo0lks QGloubd. 15 Eg!

Saturday Ope€mOGEAWs®0 t o 12.0

COGSBreakfast-9CHOWr ch

SJCMas-9. 30

BGBCSer v-ilde 30

BG Li bMatrtyy S+41li0Ot.cOh0ertso 12. 00
Games, Tea -€E0OGESChaAnAend
4

0
to 4.0
i - . .15 @
COGSFil m Aft-2r86on

BG Li bSamrabbl-&. Clbubto

SJCMass with | mpo-s6i.t0i0on of Ashes

Pl att -QAsur Wwednesday Service for the
Il mposition of Ashes-72.n3d0 Hol y Comm

SJCL10.00 Mass followed by Adorati on

BG LunchBGVHDLO. 00 to 1.00

BG Li bCafrfyee -&0CH&t to 12. 15

0
0
5
y Adoration
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20 nchB&VYHIO. 00 to 1.00

bBaby Bounce andl®hlyBet i Ink. 45

ations o-f6.t0Me Cross

urday Ope€mOGEAWs®0 to 12.

i ngd. 00

22 sSJCMas-9. 30 N
COGSHoly Communi on &n@€hCH®Ohdmuen
BGBESer v-ilde 30

23 BG Li bNMatrtyy S+1i0t.cOh0ertso 12. 0
Toddl er-CDiGiBe Anthé&xted®d 12.00

24 BG Li bSaragbbl-2. CQbubto 4.15
l ght ham Gt d#dmgéertsham Vi-TIhye Hall

21

0

25 Sticky -BiGBEggEOs00 to 11.15
26 SJCC0.00 Mass followed by Adoration
BG LunchBGVHDbDO. 00 to 1.00
BG Li bCafrfyee - 0CH&t to 12. 15
BGVHHeart of Kent Ho=s2pi0cOe t(bh Sal
27 BG LunchB®VYHIO. 00 to 1.00
BG Li bBalryy Bounce andl ®RhlySnet di m&. 45

SJCCStations o-f6.t0Me Cross
28 Saturday Ope€lOGEdDs®0 to 12.00

Not e: COGS Services maybe be subject to

Abbreviations
COGS Church of the Good Shepherd
BGBC Borough Green Baptist Church
SJCC St Josephds Catholic| Ch
BGVH Borough Green Village Hall

Church of the Good Shepherd Food Bank
Thanks to your continuing generosity we have been able to
support many local families in need.

Donationsofneper i shabl e goods may
porch (where there is a list of the items we need most) on any

day - the porch is usually open 10ampm.
Thank you

For any enquiries regarding our Food Bank please contact

lan Simpson dd7801 135 4600r foodbank.cogs@gmail.com
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Village Directory
The Church of the Good Shepherd

VICAR Vacancy

LICENSED LAY MINISTER Elaine Almond, 5 Stone Court 886440

CHURCHWARDENS Carole Simpson 07542 442 140
Julie Sweeting, 3 High Street 885437

PCC SEC Thea Cason cogspccsecretary@gmail.com

PCC TREASURER Mark Sweeting, 3 High Street 885437

PARISH CHURCH HALL
CHAIRMAN & BOOKING SE@lan Williams, 4 Rock Road 07436 115 425

Other Borough Green Contacts

BAPTIST CHURCH (BG) Pastor- Mr B Roberts 882624
BADMINTON CLUBBG) Mr P Sales 884405
BADMINTON (MIXEWed am) Mrs Pauline Deards 884755
BADMINTON CLUB (Ightham) Mr N Dennis 882078
BOWLS (BG) bgbc@boroughgreenbowls.co.uk
BOROUGH GREEN AND

PLATT PLAYERS Tony Cassidy 07876 248 430

BOROUGH GREEN
PRIMARY SCHOOL school.office@bgpschool.kent.sch.uk 883459
CAMPAIGN TO

PROTECT RURAL ENGLANDAr M Taylor 882880
CAROLINE CLARE DANCE  Caroline Madden 07944 332 275
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS (BG)

ORGANISER Mrs M Vick 884101
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 440488
DOCTORS®3® S URGE Bifgery hours 883161

NHS (helpline) 111
FIRE BRIGADE (BG) Non emergency calls only 882581
GIRL GUIDES (BG) Patricia Arnold  boroughgreenguides@gmail.com
IGHTHAM & DISTRICT Dee Samways 07799 002 129

GARDENERS CLUB
J5 SLIPS ORGANISATION Tim Shaw 883375
KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR Mr H Rayner 03000 421 606
LIBRARY (BG) Village Hall Car Park 03000 413 131
LUNCH CLUB Pauline Nix 07503 156 713
PARISH COUNCIL (BG)

CHAIRMAN Mr M Taylor 882880

VICE CHAIR Mr M Ramsden YYPTTO®

CLERK Mr B Galopin clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk

PO Box 635 Sevenoaks TN13 9UX
POLICE CONTACT NUMBER Nonemergency calls only 101
LOCAL POLICE OFFICER PC Dylan McElligott 07811 986 051
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Vacancy
SCOUT GROUP bgscoutmembers@gmail.com
ST. JOSEPHO3S CATHOLI C
CHURCH CONTACT Margaret Briggs 885295
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T&MBC COUNCILLORS Mrs W Palmer 07748 633 200
Mr M Taylor 882880
u3a (BG & W) https://bgw.u3asite.uk info@bgwu3a.org.uk
VILLAGE HALL BOOKING www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk 646040
VOICE MAGAZINE ARTICLES Margaret Jeffery, 7 Lendon Road 883978
ADVERTISING Chris Atkins 366615
WROTHAM SCHOOL office@wrotham.kent.sch.uk 884207

For any new entries, or changes to existing entries, in the directory

please contact Margaret Jeffery
;‘J 53

1st Wednesday Smgmg Group: 3pm - 4:30pm
and 1ging can help
&dMonday others an

people with dementia develop and maintain relationships|
improve their wellbeing. This (n’)up is for people

entia and their partner/carer/family member to attend together.

ce

2nd Wednesday Music and Movement: 2:30pm - 4pm

and A session based around music and movement designed for those living
4th Mond with dementia and their carers. This is @ mainly seated exercise session.
onday £3 per person (no charge for carers).

4th Wednesday Dementia Carers Support Group: 2:30pm - 4:30pm
of each month This is a group for anyone who is caring for a loved one with dementia.

2nd Monday Dementia Arts and Crafts: 2:30pm - 4:30pm

of each month An arts and crafts group for people living with dementia with a variety of
craft projects including painting. modelmaking. woodwork and coliage.

1st Monday Memory Café: 2:30pm - 4:30pm

and A coffee aftemoon for those living with dementia and their care givers to
share memories and stories in a safe and welcoming environment. There is
3rd Wednesday usually an entertainer, speaker or a quiz.

4th Monday Young Onset Peer Support Group: 10am - 12pm

ofeachmonth This is a group for people under 65 |wit
ituati

others in the same s on and get| su
3rd Monday of  Carefree Bereavement Group: 10am - 12pm
each month A group for people whose |l oved one ith

passed away.

Spadework, Teston Road, Offham, MENA.
If you would like more information about any of our service - "
please call the team on 01732 870002 or email Q rl
dementia@spadework.org.uk ‘
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Q@ L) Travel

Dream - Explore - Discover

Thursday 14th May 2026
This much loved TV drama comes to the stage!
Churchill Theatre, Bromley

Coach travel from Borough Green

£ 6 5 .00pp Tickets in the stalls

Evening performance

Contact us to book your place...

Email: lisa@ljtravel.co.uk

Tel... 01732 886968 -
Or pop in to see us... 34 High Street BG oyt .
MIDSOMER MURDERS

T Kawuowcs Av Beocaa’s Duare

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

A service for everyone!

Friday 6 March

{-will give you rest, come

FRIDAY 6™ MARCH 2026 !
(o) fellowship,
N AT = tun and faith : \
O  STPETER’S CHURCH, P mal setting.
ol % ‘
N FEN POND ROAD, e
() IGHTHAM
o Breakfast C
0 TN159JD 9am on 3rd Sunday of the month
i 7 Jane ke B Church of the Good Shepherd
(@) - - ltds a chance t

omms  on 07881953785 food, chat and worship.

for details . .
All the family and friends are
, welcome.
é% !NF}QRMED PRAYER PRAY! NO Charge
3 wwdpio:;.:‘:‘" Prayer movement Lcume:‘r :.A
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Tom Tugendhat MP&s Col umn

December 2025

The Rt Hon Sir John Stanley, who served our community for 41 years,
died at the age of 83 following a short illness. Sir John served Tonbridge an
Malling as MP between 1974 and 2015. He dedicated much of his life to oul
concerns and cared deeply. | have learned so much from so many who he
shared stories of his dedication to responding to those who needed his help.

One of Sir Johnds many achi eveme
plans at Borough Green Sandpits for a 250 acre freight terminal, towards the en
of the 2000s. Many will recall his passionate speech in Wrotham School at tl
public meeting at the time which showed just how deeply he cared for ol
community.

He also served with distinction in Parliament on the Foreign Affai
Committee and as a Minister in government. Sir John had the privilege,
Margaret Thatcherds PPS, of being t|
the first time. He went on to bring through the law allowing council tenants to b
their homes, the biggest transfer of wealth in a generdfimm there he went on
to serve as the Minister for the Armed Forces in the Ministry of Defence and la
as a Minister in the Northern Ireland Office. His unique style brought change a
focus to each role. He served our country with distinction.

Even after he stepped down he was a kind friend and counsel to me an
was the best predecessor | could ask for. No issue was too big or small for Sir J
to deal with. In Parliament he was devoted to serving his country in the same w
he served our community. | know | will not be alone in missing Sir John, he hel
many of us in Kent and across the United Kingdom. His life was one of dedicat
and service. | send my deepest condolences to Elizabeth and to his whole family

January 2026
At Christmas many of us were lucky to spend time with family, friends ar
| oved ones. For S ome of us, di st al

technology comes in, but that relies on having fast and reliable broadbané t 6
a long way from universal. As so many of us ktiweve are still many areas in
our community where the signappallingand a very real challenge for thosé

us living here

Last year | started a survey to understanthe extent of
the problemaffecting our rural villages. | have had around 1,000 people get in
touch with me. Thank you if you have shared your experiences. It has informed
work and allowed me to map best where the issues are.

The frustration ofhaving no data, even when your phone indicates you
should have coverage, can be a daily struggle. This affects us whether we &
making calls from our phones or using unreliabi€iwi

The technology phone companiesaliesvs for higkspeed capacity across
our area Phone companies can make our signal better If they want to invest in c
community. In every meeting | have held with operators since launching the sur
I have made this point.is simplya failure to act from the companies who provide
theserviceThat 6 s why we need to keep the

(Continued on page 23)
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JARVIS-

DECORATING N

Painter and Decorator
38 years experience
Interior & Exterior

Free Estimates
Friendly and reliable

Call Steve 07811 360269
www.jarvisdecorating.co.uk

Stephen D. Gay

Funeral Service

Proudly the oldest family run funeral
directors in the area, providing professional
service with compassion to Kent families
since 1982

9 Western Road,
Borough Green TN15 8AL

01732 780222

b.green@stephenpgay.co.uk

We put you and your loved-one first.

Personalised funerals * Sincere prices * Home visits
Memorials * Pre-paid funeral plans * Repatriation
All faiths and religions,
as well as non-religious

B s g L

RINGSLEY BOND
SOLICIT

ORS

— Yl 1l ¢cRUNKGUE! BUOT
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Whilst EE and VodaphoneThree are both expecting significant upgrades i
the next few yearsVirgin Media O2 are working on timelines of 8 yeadrhis is
far too long to wait.

| 6ve escalated this in Parliament
affected. Rural areas across the country suffer from slow broadband and pool
connectivity. Even in our t owns, t he

phone signal to pay for parking or access shopping apps in the middle of
Tonbridge. Train journeys are often disrupted by lost signal.

As | continue to build the picture to present a case to the mobile phon
companies, | would appreciate your helgdting me your experienceBlease
fill outthe form on my websit@nd share it witmeighbours so we can keep the
pressure up, and secure the improvements our community deserves. You can fi
at www.tomtugendhat.org/mobilephonesurvey

tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk
01732 441563 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1SP
Social Media @tomtugendhat

Wr ot ham Hi storical Soqgi e
" After the winter break the new season will start on Friday 13 March.

BOROUGH GREEN LIBRARY

Thelibrary is opend with a wide range of services, from free access to books,
computers, WiFi and information on the hire of music, audio books and films.
Opening hours are
10 - 1 and 2- 5 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
and 9- 1 on Saturday.
Events for which no booking is required see diary section

Ancestry Monday 10.00- 12.00 need to book an appointment

For more advice please call the library on 03000 413 131 or
emailboroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.ukvhere staff will be able tdelp.

We look forward to seeing you.

The next clinic for sound support for deaf and hard of heasgag Hi Kent
people is orFriday 27 February?2.30 to 3.30. Lhen

No appointment needed. Drop in and wait your turn.

(Digital Kent are no longer holding sessions at BG Librahe nearest
sessions are now at Larkfield Library.)
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. ™" Holidaylnn * |
s ‘s .~ ANIHG HOTEL « * ! P
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" ORGANISING A
GET TOGETHEROR
CELEBRATION?

Look at these tempting benefits for both you and your guests:

b
»

« Free Room Hire +10% discount on all bar drinks for your guests
+10% saving on pre-booked wine
+ 20% discount on our Spirit Health Club Beauty Treatments

Please contact us online or call the dedicated events team directly on
01732 781 582 quoting ‘FUNCSAVE'

events@himaidstone.com | www.himaidstonehotel.co.uk

Shires X 07921 197780
Heating @ ben@shiresheatingservices.com
~1JServices
« Boiler servicing * Unvented cylinder service and repairs
» Boiler breakdowns and repairs ¢ LPG, oil and leisure park homes / caravans
» New boiler installations and system upgrades « Landlords gas safety records
» Power flushing / system cleaning » Cooker and gas fire servicing
« Aga and Rayburn servicing and repairs « Radiator repairs and replacements

@3 BAXI ideal B\Vaillant

Zworcestes ATAG
T Heating

www.shiresheatingservices.com

e C500139
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Saturday 21st March 7:30pm and Sunday 22nd March 2:30pm
Saturday 28" March 2:30pm and 7:30pm

Sunday 29" March 2:30pm Keep up to date
on our socials

Tony - 07876248430
tony-cassidy@blueyonder.co.uk_ @ o

Arts and Minds

Connect with others, develop your <crlea
Join one of our friendly, r Pleaseregisterin 5| ¢
a variety of art techni ques ?3dvancetoattend, C
paper crafting and much mor

Borough Green Vill a

Tuesdays2.14.51p5m =

13 Jabh March B
Click this link hotpegi stevewebpebhethaof adi/.
westkentmind.org.uk Live well
Reg. charity no. 1044977
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7 Greenacres

Borough Green Road, Ightham, TN15 9JA
01732 884726

Get ready for Spring!

Trees. evergreen shrubs and herbaceous plants

Compost, pots, fertilisers, bird feed, logs, coal and
charcoal

Seed potatoes and onion sets

Seeds and early Spring bulbs in pots

Gardening tools and planting accessories

Local farm produce, bread, eggs, cheeses,
biscuits and ice cream

Treat yourself to a coffee available
in the farm shop

Open every day:
9am - S5pm
sales@greenacresgardencentre.co.uk

B Availoble B
="' In In Store Now'

L‘-
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TONBRIDGE AND MALLING BOROUGH COUNARDATE SEENIEE

& MALL G
BOROUGH COU

Empty housesAround 470 homes across Tonbridge and Mg
are longgderm empty. TMBC has appointed a dedicated Empty

Homes Officer to help bring properties back into use, supporting loca
housing needs and communities. If you know of an empty home you c
report it atwww.tmbc.gov.uk/housing/reportempty-home

Rough sleeping in the coldCold weather can be lit¢hreatening for people
sleeping rough. If you are worried about someone sleeping rough in the col
call 01732 844522 or report it athttps://thestreetlink.org.uk/

Local Plan The consultation has nolsed, thank you to everyone for your
commentll comments received will be reviewed and considered alongside
the supporting evidence as we continue to develop the Plan. We are
analysing the consultation responses and carrying out further technical we
where required. This will inform the next stage of the process, know
as Regulation 19, when a proposed final version of the Local Plan will be
published for consultation before submission to the Government ft
independent examination.

Local Government Reorganisation
CHANGE IS
LIRS Further to the article in the October edition of the Voice, at the
end of November KCC, Medway Council and the 12 district and
borough councils in Kent submitted their proposals to Ministers for t
preferred number of new unitary councils needed in the county and th
geographical areas they should cover. The number of options have increas
somewhat as follows :

a) single authority for the whole of the counpyoposed by KCC,

b) three authoritiesproposed by TMBC and 4 other councils,

c&d)four authorities- two options with different boundaries each

proposed by 3 councils,

e) five authorities proposed by 2 councils.
TMBCOs preference includes a West
Tonbridge & Malling, Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells. For details for the
various proposals go tdatps://kentcouncilleaders.org.uk
Ministers are expected to analyse the proposals and launch a publi
consultation early this year. A decision by the Government on the fin:
structure of unitary councils is expected in the summer.

Margaret and Richard Jeffery
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Pilates refor mgsesst LClckKent e

4 maxi mum to a y,
Classes nday t hr ¢ deg=h QIQCk&éNaﬁChHeaP@ri\\ﬁ
Bourne Ente rprise CentrereStwattDﬂ&ﬁeﬁVIngﬁ
Free parking Collection & delivery available.

ates. co. uk
Call Paul on 01732 884363 / 07831 884
or email:paul@clockkent.com
www.clockkent.com

789

Hel l o@phoeni xpi l
BmEEFORMER
aiPROT]E:C--'O
Mat t Ros e
Mobi l e: 078973
Emai hf o@protegopes

@ PHOENIX PILATES
s~ CONTROL
We b siwtwev. pr ot egopest

Phone Sockets/Broadband

25 YRS BT ENGINEER - FULLY INSURED

- New Phone & Broadband sockets / extensions
« Fault finding repairs / Improve broadband speeds
- Cat 5 wiring
Internal/external re-routing and tidying of cables
1 4 pdlio7 t@double glazing

1é: 6. NiGENr | 07845 705900
¢ o n wwwe fixyotirbine dokuk

Learn to Line Dance

No experience needed
Fun, friendly classes with professional

7 January, 6.30 - 7.30pm
Borough Green Village Hall
TN15 8BJ

instructor of more than 20 years.
Classes start

8 January,1-2pm
Platt Memorial Hall
TN15 8FH

£7, membership discount available
Reglster wlth Gary 07961090233

look.com

candgl

g = M Lel — |
(o o el

@ Hall bookiDedgs brill ator
-t i a4 hours a pF

Pari shQWarlrly Hil!lThe Village ||
Al an Wil Il iams 1 ort4t3e5r sl 1Ne d

Village Hall . The RecreatlBn C
David Peirce . The Fire Station
www. boroughgreenyvbWhegeprermi ses uakr
01732 646040 + The Medical Cent
Potters Mede + BG Primary Schoo
Bernard 0B&16@8p i5B6FatWOr5Sways Dent i st



mailto:paul@clockkent.com
http://www.clockkent.com/
http://www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:info@protegopestcontrol.co.uk
http://www.protegopestcontrol.co.uk
mailto:Hello@phoenixpilates.co.uk
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